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Text: “Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 

God, and there is none else.” Isaiah 45, verse 22 

 

 This is a most extensive and precious word of gospel truth before us this 

evening. In the first place, it has to do with the salvation of sinners with an 

everlasting salvation. It also has to do with those ‘end of the earth’ situations 

that God’s dear children come into in their pilgrim way. And they may prove 

this word to be just as true in their providential path, as well as in grace. So, 

whatever your ‘end of the earth’ condition may be this evening, it is a mercy 

that such a word as this is left on record to encourage our faith to look away 

from all that discourages us at the ‘end of the earth’, and to look to this 

unique, great God who fills time and eternity. He holds all nature in His hand, 

and, with this blessed word of gospel invitation invites, yea, even commands, 

these ‘end of the earth’ characters to look unto Him. 

 

 The word is addressed to those at “the ends of the earth.” That is an 

expression used by the Word of God to those who feel to be beyond the reach 

of all human help; those who have come to that place where every arm of 

flesh has failed and where no one can understand their case, or reach it. This 

is a condition of which God’s dear people know something. When they are 

brought under the solemn commands and curse of God’s holy law, and realise 

the extent of what the law demands and their solemn, sinful inability to do 

what the law bids them do, when they realise that the curse that belongs to the 

sinner belongs to them: while they are kept in this ‘end of the earth’ condition 

without a remedy; they are indeed suitable characters for our text to be 

addressed. We do not hear much about a ‘law-work’ in our day. In days of 

reviving, there was much more said about it and known of it. But, if the Lord 

is to revive His work among us, more will be said about it and more will be 

known of it, because it is a vital preparation for the gospel. It empties the 

sinner of all self-help, all self-righteousness and all reliance of anything other 

than what the gospel has provided for the sinner. It sweeps away “the refuges 

of lies” that we are apt to hide ourselves in. For a little while, it exposes us to 

a sense of God’s wrath, that we might seek God’s mercy. 
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 Again. The “ends of the earth” refers to (as it says in Psalm 107 again and 

again), those varying paths into which God’s dear people come, where they 

seem beyond the reach of all but the arm of God. You have several cases: 

those wanderers in the wilderness, hungry and thirsty, their soul fainting in 

them. There are those in prison, bound in chains of iron. You have those on a 

bed of affliction, drawing near to the very gates of death. There are those 

staggering to and fro “like a drunken man, and are at their wits’ end” – their 

wisdom swallowed up. These are ‘end of the earth’ cases. David knew 

something of it at Ziklag, when the town in which he lived was left a 

smouldering ruin. His loved ones were taken hostage, his own friends were 

ready to stone him, and he himself with a guilty conscience for going down 

for the second time to Achish, king of Gath. If ever a man was at the ‘end of 

the earth’, David was then. 

 

The dying thief was another case: on the brink of endless misery, on the 

very borders of the pit. But, blessed be God, he looked ‘from the borders of 

the pit to God’s recovering grace.’ What faith that dear man had! But, he was 

an “ends of the earth” case. So, we may say, was Mary Magdalene, who was 

possessed by seven devils. What a character she must have been! The word 

‘seven’ stands for completeness. It seems she was completely taken over by 

the powers of darkness that controlled all her faculties. What a character she 

must have been until she met with the Saviour! But, He could reach even her 

case. 

 

Peter was in such a place, when, in Satan’s sieve, he had denied his Lord 

with oaths and curses. Three times over he said that he knew Him not. What a 

place that man came into! So we could go on. Perhaps one more case: Jacob 

meeting Esau. Esau was coming with four hundred men, seemingly with evil 

intent. And there was Jacob, with a guilty conscience, because of what had 

taken place years before. “The ends of the earth.” 

 

 Well, this is the character to whom the text is applied. These are the ones 

who are bidden by the God of our text to look; to look away from all that 

discourages them in their ‘end of the earth’ condition, and to do what Jonah 

did. Jonah was at the end of the earth, when, in the belly of the whale, he said: 

“Out of the belly of hell cried I.” That was, in his feelings. He was not in the 

literal hell, but in his own feelings he was in a very dark, dark place, certainly. 

He said: “I am cast out of Thy sight; yet I will look again toward Thy holy 
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temple.” He looked from the belly of the whale; from the very belly of hell in 

his experience, and he found our text to be true. “Look unto Me,” says this 

God, “and be ye saved” – guilty sinners, tempted sinners, devil-dragged 

sinners, cast down sinners, backsliding sinners, wandering sinners, wayward 

sinners and rebellious sinners, so we could go on. All these cases are 

addressed in our text. 

 

 But, we are bidden to look unto this great God who says: “Look unto 

Me.” He reminds us that there is no one else to look to. It is a painful but 

necessary path for us to come into, when the Lord removes all those props 

that we might naturally lean upon for our deliverance. In the previous verse to 

our text, He is given two names: “A just God and a Saviour.” There we may 

see, both in providence and in grace, a most blessed truth. In grace, of course, 

it is that wonderful truth that He is “just, and the Justifier of him which 

believeth in Jesus.” God’s justice must be upheld. God’s throne would fall if 

His justice were compromised. Nothing in the terms of the gospel 

compromises, in any way, the demands of God’s holy law concerning justice. 

Justice must be satisfied. Our God is a just God, in that respect. He will not 

allow His justice to be impugned in any way; it must be satisfied. But, how 

wonderful it is that He has provided One, who though a just God, is also a 

Saviour! We are speaking now of the dear Redeemer; the dear Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. We are speaking of the holy and the just One, who, 

whilst here below, lived a pure, perfect and holy life in thought, word and 

deed. He magnified divine justice and the holy law of God in every part of its 

demands. What a wonderful life He lived! Thus He gave to the law the honour 

that sinners, such as we, have taken from it. He restored the glory that 

belonged to it. And, blessed be God’s holy name, this life of the dear Saviour 

is received, in this respect, in heaven’s highest court as a blessed vindication 

of God’s justice. 

 

 Secondly, not only did He live that pure, holy life to vindicate divine 

justice in its demands and commands, but He also paid the price that justice 

demanded from these ‘end of the earth’ characters. To His account, as the 

Surety of these ‘end of the earth’ characters, was laid all the sin, all the guilt 

and all that the law had against the sinner. The Holy and the Just; the “holy, 

harmless, undefiled” Lamb of God takes away the sin of the world. He bears, 

in His own body, His own Person and His own soul, the punishment due to 

the sins of this ‘end of the earth’ character. Bless God for it. Here is One who 

stood in the sinner’s place. Here is One who has said to divine justice: 
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‘Demand of Me what thou dost demand of this ‘end of the earth’ sinner. Put to 

My account his guilt, his sins and his debt, and put to his account My perfect 

obedience and My robe of righteousness.’ And the Lord was well-pleased to 

do so. We have it in Romans 8: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 

God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ 

that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, 

who also maketh intercession for us.” For who? For these ‘end of the earth’ 

characters. He is a just God. He hates sin. He cannot compromise with it. 

Nothing that the dear Saviour did condoned sin, in any degree. But, on the 

other hand, He has made a way of escape. 

 

                                 “A door of hope is opened wide, 

                                  In Jesus’ bleeding hands and side.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

‘Oh!’ says the Lord to this guilty sinner tonight; this tempted, devil-dragged 

sinner, this sinner who is devoid of all hope in self: ‘Look unto Me. Look unto 

My obedience, look unto My blood, look unto My name, look unto My 

finished work.’ 

       “Cease from your own works, bad or good, 

     And wash your garments in My blood.” 

J. Hart 

 

God has joined salvation to the ‘look’. Where there is that look of faith, where 

there is that looking in prayer and where there is that coming to this great 

God, God has promised these blessed words will follow: “Be ye saved.” The 

Lord loves the ‘looking’ sinner. It was so in the wilderness, when the children 

of Israel had been bitten by the fiery serpents. There was only one remedy: the 

brazen serpent lifted up among them. And God promised that those who 

would look would live. 

 

                                “Vain was bandage, oil, or plaster; 

                                  Rankling venom killed the faster.” 

J. Hart 

 

What was the remedy? It was the ‘lifted up serpent.’ As our Lord Himself 

says (and it is the New Testament complement to our text this evening): “And 

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man 

be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in Him” – we might say, ‘whosoever 
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looketh unto Him’ – “should not perish, but have eternal life.” Come then, 

poor, guilty, perishing sinner this night. May the Holy Ghost enable you to 

look on this word and receive it in a saving way. May He apply it to your ‘end 

of the earth’ heart, and you will prove God to be as faithful to His Word, as 

He declares. 

 

 Thirdly, dear friends, God is a just God and a Saviour in providence. He 

is just in everything He does. He makes no mistakes and He makes no errors. 

All those things that come into our path: joys or sorrows, health or affliction, 

encouragement or disappointment, all these things are sent by this just God. 

Friends, we must not complain against God’s dealings. 

 

                                   “It is the Lord; should I distrust 

                                    Or contradict His will – 

                                    Who cannot do but what is just, 

                                    And must be righteous still?” 

T. Greene 

 

‘Oh,’ you say, ‘but His just ways are bringing heavy burdens to my soul! His 

just ways are bringing me very low! His just ways are bringing me to the very 

ends of the earth!’ Dear friends, perhaps that is the very reason they have 

come, that from the ‘end of the earth’ you might prove the other side of the 

truth; that He is a Saviour, too. So, while with one hand He may humble you 

under His rod, on the other hand He will uplift you with the hand of salvation. 

“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you.” 

It is a great mercy when we can submit ourselves under God’s righteous 

dealings, and be delivered from that complaining, murmuring, grumbling 

spirit that is so natural to us, that would, according to our flesh, order things 

so differently. What a mercy when we can admire God’s dealings! And, 

although we cannot understand them (there are many things we cannot 

understand), yet, to believe He 

 

                                  “…cannot do but what is just, 

                                   And must be righteous still.” 

T. Greene 

 

Do you believe that tonight? All that comes into your path from this just 

God’s hand: He is a Saviour to His dear people in it. He gives Paul the thorn 
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in the flesh: that came from a just God. What came with it? “My grace is 

sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” He sends 

Abraham up Mount Moriah with Isaac, to lay him on the altar as a burnt 

offering: a just God. But, what did He send him with? “My son, God will 

provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.” Do you see the connection? 

What this just God does is to make provision for His people in their path. 

Whether it be an affliction, a bereavement, a sorrow, temptation or trial, He 

cannot err. He is not an unkind, unfeeling God. There is a purpose in His 

dealings. They: 

 

“…………………..…ripen fast,  

                                      Unfolding every hour                                                                    

  The bud may have a bitter taste, 

But sweet will be the flower.” 

W. Cowper 

So, from your ‘end of the earth’ condition this evening hour, whatever it 

may be in providence, here is also a word of encouragement. First of all, may 

you be given the humility to acknowledge the justice of God in it. He has not 

dealt with you after your sins. “He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor 

rewarded us according to our iniquities.” You are out of a deserved hell. You 

are still on praying ground. And, what is more, He has promised to these ‘end 

of the earth’ characters a word and a way of deliverance. “God is faithful, who 

will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 

temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 

 

 And, dear friends, sooner or later we must come to a dying bed. What a 

mercy to then be able to look! “Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 

the earth.” When no family or loved one can help, when doctors, physicians 

and surgeons have given up, when our natural life is failing, never to be 

restored again, when eternity is before us: this is a word for a dying saint. 

“Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 

there is none else.”  Will He let that ‘looking’ sinner perish? No! No! He will 

not. 

 

                                    “Nor shall e’er a sinner perish, 

 Who in His dear name believes.” 

J. Kent 
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What a mercy to look, as it were, in the very last moment of our life! “Look 

unto Me,” – this kind and gracious God, this able God, this willing Saviour 

who “is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 

seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” That one last, lingering 

look, the dying thief had it in his dying moments, is rewarded beyond the 

grave by sight: not by faith any longer, but face to face. “Thine eyes shall see 

the King in His beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.” What a 

prospect for God’s dear people! Those who have been given this grace, by the 

Spirit, to look unto Him here below, and have proved Him to be a faithful 

God in this world, will one day see Him face to face, and have an eternity to 

bless His holy name for making such a provision for such unworthy sinners; 

that a just God and Saviour should be provided for all those who come to this 

‘end of the earth’ place. “Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 

earth: for I am God, and there is none else.”  

 

 May God add His blessing. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


