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Text:  “Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the 
LORD all the day long. For surely there is an end; and thine expectation  
shall not be cut off.” Proverbs 23, verses 17 & 18.

The  wise  man,  Solomon,  here,  under  the  Holy  Ghost’s  divine 
inspiration, gives some wholesome and precious advice. First of all, he 
warns us not to envy sinners. Why would we envy sinners? There are 
three reasons why you and I would envy sinners, left to ourselves. 

      Firstly, it is because we are sinners. Our old nature delights in sin, 
and left to itself would walk further and further in that path. Let us be 
very clear upon that point. 

Secondly, we might be inclined to envy sinners when we see them 
prospering, even though they do not fear God. Poor Asaph, in Psalm 
73, got into that state. He was a God-fearing man; he was a praying 
man; he had sought to walk in God’s fear, and yet his path was one of 
tribulation, loss, disappointment and discouragement. And those whom 
he saw, who feared not God, had no troubles, as far as he could see. 
They walked rough-shod over the principles of God’s Word and God’s 
law. Even when they came to their end, they seemed to have “no bands 
in their death.” He was sorely tempted to believe that there was nothing 
real in religion, and nothing real in the fear of God, and that it might be 
just as well to lay aside any profession he had made of the name of the 
God of Israel. How near that godly man got to apostasy! Blessed be 
God – he was not permitted to sink into it. That God, who stretched 
forth His right hand, caught Asaph’s right hand, lest he should have 
slipped into that irrecoverable pit. And his eye was opened to see there 
was no reason to envy sinners, as we will notice in a moment. 
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Thirdly, “Let not thine heart envy sinners.” We are, perhaps, prone 
to envy sinners if they have what we have not got. Perhaps lawfully 
they  may  have  things  that  we  do  not  have.  Perhaps  we  might  be 
covetous of that that they have at their hand to make their life easy and 
comfortable, whereas many who fear God find that life is a struggle, 
and a wrestling, and a warfare. But Solomon says: ‘Do not envy them.’ 
Why not? For, again, three reasons:

Firstly,  they  are  solemnly  deceived  –  most  solemnly  deceived. 
Those things they call joys are really the very poison that is preparing 
them for eternal misery, unless God intervenes.

 And why should we not  envy sinners?  Friends,  they are under 
God’s frown. There is nothing more delightsome to a man who fears 
God than to be under God’s smile. If ever you have felt God’s smile in 
your heart, you will not envy sinners; you will pity them. You will not 
despise them, you will not be pharisaical about them; but you will be 
thankful  you  know  something  better,  something  more  precious, 
something more lasting, something which the world cannot take from 
you. 

Thirdly, why should we not envy sinners? What is their end? When 
Asaph saw the end of the sinner – those who die out of the faith – that 
solemn, solemn destruction and desolation they plunge into after their 
end – he found he had no reason to envy them, but rather to pity them. 

But now Solomon says: “But be thou in the fear of the LORD all the 
day long.” Here is the principle of living in faith. Whatever it may cost 
us to live in the fear of the Lord (and it will be a costly matter in this 
dying world; neither the sinner, nor the flesh, nor the devil himself will 
encourage you in it, but will oppose you on every hand), you will find 
that what a man of God said to Eli is true: “Them that honour Me I will 
honour.” My mind went, in meditation, to the three Hebrews. Left to 
themselves they might well have envied the sinners around them. These 
sinners had not got a fiery furnace awaiting them, had they? There they 
were, under the smile of the king and the crowd. But these three God-
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fearing men, who would not barter their conscience, stood in danger of 
the fiery furnace, heated seven times over. Did that shake them out of 
the fear of the Lord? “We are not careful to answer thee in this matter,” 
they said. “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us… But if not, 
be it known unto thee, O king, we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image.” If ever there were three godly men who walked in 
the fear of the Lord, they did that day. There was no compromise; no 
flinching. The fear of the Lord kept them, although they were thrown 
into the fire. And friends, if you are in the fear of the Lord, sometimes 
you will come into the fire, because of it. It may be a fiery trial the 
world may put you in, because of it. The tempter may put you in it, as 
he did Job. But friends, did they lose anything in the fire? They lost 
their bonds; they lost those things that were a restriction to them. They 
walked with “the form of the fourth…like the Son of God” in that fiery 
furnace. And I think, dear friends, they were reluctant to come out of it. 
They had more of  God’s presence  in that  fire  than out of it.  God’s 
people often find that. At times of special need, special sorrow, special 
trial  and special  difficulty  – they are the times when the  dear  Lord 
draws  especially  near.  Psalm  46  speaks  of  “a  very  present  help  in 
trouble.” And again, later on in the same Psalm: “God shall help her, 
and that right early,” just when she needs it. Oh, the blessings of being 
“in the fear of the LORD”!

“The men that fear the Lord,
   In every state are blest;
   The Lord will grant whate’er they want;
   Their souls shall dwell at rest.”

J. Hart

What is this “fear”? It is not a slavish fear; it is not a terror. There is 
the gospel in this. It is a holy reverence, combined with a sacred love 
for the God whom we would fear. “Be thou in the fear of the LORD all 
the day long.” 

I wonder how much of today you have been in God’s fear? Many of 
you have been at work and in your home; you have been in the street; 
you have been dealing with your fellow creatures. How much of it has 
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been “in the fear of the LORD?” Has it shut your mouth today? Has it 
opened your mouth? Has it been to you, today: 

 “An unctuous light to all that’s right,
     A bar to all that’s wrong [?]”

 J. Hart

Can you say, like Nehemiah did: “So did not I, because of the fear of 
God?” What has your day been like? Have you been “in the fear of the 
LORD” today, or some other fear? Perhaps it has been the fear of man, or 
the fear of this dying world? “Be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day 
long.” It seems that the wise man was, perhaps,  having his patience 
tried in this path. We read in Galatians: “Let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” It may be there 
is one here tonight, and you do seek to fear God, and in your pathway 
you have sought the grace to do it. But the path it has brought you into 
seems to have no end, there seems to be no deliverance out of it.  It 
grows darker and narrower and closer, and the devil says: ‘Look! This 
“fear of the LORD” is getting you nowhere!’ Well, what is God’s answer 
to the devil’s lie? “For surely there is an end; and thine expectation 
shall not be cut off.” What does this mean – “There is an end”?

 First  of  all,  it  means that  the trouble you are in – perhaps,  for 
Christ’s sake; for the fear of the Lord’s sake – has an end to it. “Ye 
shall have tribulation ten days,” we read. Not nine, you cannot shorten 
it; but the devil cannot lengthen it to eleven. There is a time set by God 
to clear up matters, to put matters right, to make the crooked straight 
and the rough plain. “There is an end.”

Again, what is this end for God’s dear people, in its best sense? 
What is God about? He is preparing His people for Himself. 

“These are ends He has in view,
    And He’ll them accomplish too;
    Nor shall our poor peevish heart
    Make Him from His purpose start.”

W. Gadsby
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That is the end He has in view.  Perhaps your end is just to get out of 
the difficulty as quickly as possible. But friends, His end is this:

“As gold from the flame, He’ll bring thee at last,
  To praise Him for all through which thou hast past;”

J. Kent

Job could see that, couldn’t he? “He knoweth the way that I take: when 
He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” Job was suffering because 
he feared God. The devil hated him because he feared God. He longed 
to get at him, and get at him he did, with God’s permission. But he 
couldn’t destroy his life. And God said concerning the devil’s attack: 
“Hitherto  shalt  thou come,  but  no further:  and here  shall  thy proud 
waves be stayed.” “There is an end.”

And then this beautiful word: “Thine expectation shall not be cut 
off.” You often fear, in the fiery trial, it might be cut off. You often fear 
that which you have been praying for; that which you feel God has 
promised you, you will not live to see. But here we have that beautiful 
expression:  “Thine  expectation  shall  not  be  cut  off.”  This  is  an 
expectation  that  God  gives.  We read  in  Psalm 62,  that  well-known 
word, (and well-loved by many of us), “My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation is from Him.” It is “from Him.” If God has 
given  you  an  expectation,  it  will  come.  “The  vision  is  yet  for  an 
appointed  time,…though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it;  because  it  will  surely 
come.” We think of those captives down in Babylon. There they were, 
having  gone  down  under  the  captivity  of  Jeconiah  when 
Nebuchadnezzer had taken him captive. Jeremiah was constrained by 
almighty God to write them a letter. It was a letter of encouragement to 
comfort their cast-down souls, and to meet their fears, as they were all 
those hundreds of miles away from the land of promise. These were the 
words he was constrained to write:  “For I  know the thoughts that  I 
think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end.” What a  comfort those words must have 
been to those captives! Here was a ray of light, here was a beam of the 
Sun of righteousness, here was an expectation, here was something to 
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pray about, here was something to look for, here was a day to wait for. 
I would hope they took their harps down from the willow branches that 
day,  when this letter arrived. True, they were not back at home yet. 
True,  they  had  got  to  wait  for  it.  But  one  would  hope  that,  in 
expectation, they took their harps down from the willow branch and 
blessed God for the expectation given. Like dear Hannah, who went 
forth from the temple that day, “no more sad.” She had an expectation; 
God had given it her. “Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy 
petition that  thou hast asked of Him.” She went in peace.  She went 
away “no more sad.” She carried in her heart an expectation. And you 
are a favoured sinner, tonight, if you carry in your heart a God-given 
expectation. You are more favoured than any sinner without it.

“Were I possessor of the earth,
And called the stars my own,

   Without Thy graces and Thyself,
I were a wretch undone!”

I. Watts    

But, if you have an expectation, you are richer that the richest man, 
naturally,  on the face of this earth.  You are indeed; you are rich in 
Christ.  There  can be  no  greater  riches  than those  in  Christ.  “Thine 
expectation shall not be cut off.” Well, friends, you know what He has 
given you to expect,  what  He has given you to plead,  what  He has 
given you to look for and to hope for. And, although sometimes it is 
hope against hope, and sometimes it is sorely tried, and sometimes you 
feel you will never see it, yet God has promised: “Thine expectation 
shall not be cut off.” God is true to His word. 

“What Christ has said must be fulfilled;
    On this firm rock, believers build;
    His word shall stand, His truth prevail,
    And not one jot or tittle fail.”

 J. Hart

So, “Let not thine heart envy sinners.” May we not envy those with a 
smooth, unexercised path. May we not envy those who are prayerless 
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and careless, who have nothing to pray about. But: “Be thou in the fear 
of the LORD all the day long.” His eye is upon you, and upon your path. 
“For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off.” 
The dear Saviour Himself takes up those precious words in Luke 22, 
when He said to His own disciples: “The things concerning Me have an 
end.” There was an end in view. Paul speaks of it: “Who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” May God give you that 
grace to consider Him, and in considering Him may you be given that 
precious faith; that increase of faith to believe that “thine expectation 
shall not be cut off.” If God has given it, (that is the vital point, isn’t 
it?) beg Him to confirm it. Dear Gideon was given an expectation, but 
he asked time and time again for a token concerning it. And God was 
pleased  to  confirm it.  And  I  believe  God  is  pleased  to  confirm an 
expectation that He has given. “Shew me a token for good,” is not yet a 
worn-out prayer. Still pray on for a true token, for that expectation that 
you are looking for is God-given. And, if it is God-given, it “shall not 
be cut off.” May God add His blessing.

Amen.
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