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Prayer Meeting Address 

given at 

Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Wednesday evening, 26th October, 2016 
 

Text: “I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of 

Mine.” John 10, verse 14 
 

 Here, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the great Shepherd of His sheep; the 

“Good Shepherd,” as our text tells us also the chief Shepherd - all under-

shepherds that He has appointed are under His direction and answerable to 

Him -  speaks here concerning His flock. He makes a comparison. We are told 

in the previous two verses that the hireling has no love for the sheep. He has 

no care for them. He is only there for the wages he receives. The hireling 

loves his life more than he loves the sheep. But, the Good Shepherd loves His 

sheep more than His life. That was proved when the dear Saviour went to 

Gethsemane, Gabbatha and Golgotha. He loved His sheep more than His life. 

What love there is in that! Here He says: “I am the Good Shepherd.” All 

goodness the sheep ever enjoy, both from their very birth into the flock, and 

all the blessings they receive from that moment till they are landed safe in 

glory; come from the Good Shepherd. They come from that blessed channel 

of which the good hymnwriter speaks: 
 

                                       “Every grace and every favour 

Comes to us through Jesus’ blood.” 

J. Hart 

 

I want to dwell this evening on two sides of our text: the knowledge He 

has of His sheep, and, correspondingly, the knowledge they have of Him. If 

we are led to understand this verse aright, we may be able to judge, with the 

Holy Spirit’s aid, whether we are among the sheep or no. Here is an indelible 

mark; a vital mark. If they are known by the Good Shepherd, then, the sheep 

will know Him. Paul, writing in one of his epistles, speaks of knowing Christ. 

He immediately says: “rather, known of Him.” In other words, Paul’s 

knowledge of Christ flowed from Christ’s knowledge of him. “I am the Good 

Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.” It is not just a cold 

knowledge, and it is not just an intellectual knowledge. It is a knowledge of 

everlasting love. It is a knowledge that is bound up in that beautiful golden 

chain of salvation. “Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 
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conformed to the image of His Son…Moreover whom He did predestinate, 

them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom 

He justified, them He also glorified.” The sheep are bound up in that golden 

chain of salvation. And, whatever they may pass through, and they pass 

through many things; nothing can break that bond and nothing can dissolve it.  
 

                                  “Not death itself, that last of foes, 

                                    Shall break a union so divine.” 

A. Steele 

 

There are five ways in which the Lord Jesus Christ knows His sheep. 

Firstly, He knows their names. He has a name for each of them. Just as the 

high priest went into the holiest of all, bearing the names of the children of 

Israel upon his breast, the place of love, and upon his shoulder, the place of 

power, so our great High Priest, this Good Shepherd, bears the names of His 

dear people. 
 

“Christ bears the names of all His saints, 

                                   Deep on His heart engraved; 

                                   Attentive to the state and wants 

                                   Of all His love has saved.” 

J. Newton 

 

He knows their names. They are named by Him. You read in Isaiah 40 

concerning the stars: “He calleth them all by names.” If He calls the stars by 

name; which, after all, are inanimate objects and will one day be dissolved 

when time shall be no more, do you think He does not know the names of His 

sheep? No. “He calleth His own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.” When 

God calls His dear sheep by name, they realise it is a personal call from the 

Good Shepherd to them. Jacob had it at Bethel. Zacchaeus had it at that 

sycamore tree in Jericho. The dying thief had it on the cross. Saul of Tarsus 

had it on the Emmaus road. And where did you have it? Where did I have it? 

Friends, examine your heart. Has the Good Shepherd called you, personally, 

by name? Where He has done so, you will be conscious that He knows your 

name. When Jacob wrestled with the angel at Penuel, the angel said: “What is 

thy name?” Jacob could not deceive the Angel of the Covenant. He said: 

“Jacob.” Jacob was very conscious of what went with the name ‘Jacob.’ And, 

God’s sheep are very conscious of what goes with their name, too. “All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way.” But, 
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whatever goes with the name of God’s sheep, all their wanderings, 

waywardness and rebellion, does not alter the love God has to them. 
 

                            “Determined to save, He watched o’er my path, 

                              When, Satan’s blind slave, I sported with death. 

And can He have taught me to trust in His name, 

    And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?” 

J. Newton 

 

He knows our names. 
 

 Secondly, He knows our nature. This is wonderfully set forth before us 

this evening in two ways. Firstly, the dear Saviour Himself became one of the 

flock when He became Man. “Made like unto His brethren” in that deep, 

mysterious way, sin excepted. That was necessary, for, if He was to be the 

Lamb of God, He must be part of the flock to be their Substitute. “For ye 

know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for 

your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.” Yes, 

the Good Shepherd takes the nature of His sheep in a most mysterious way, 

becoming the Lamb of God. In the week of the Passover, the lamb was set 

apart from all the rest of the flock. It was without blemish and it was pure. It 

had to be spotless. So, the dear Son of God, the dear Lamb of God was 

separate from His brethren: distinct, holy, harmless, undefiled! But, 

nonetheless, He knows their nature because He assumed it into union with His 

divine Person. What a mystery! What a privilege! 
 

Also, He knows your nature, and mine. “For He knoweth our frame;” says 

the good psalmist, “He remembereth that we are dust.” He knows your nature. 

Yes, He knows you have a sinful nature. He knows you have a corrupt nature, 

a carnal mind and a natural man that is continually wandering, wayward, and 

seeking to draw you aside. He knows that. But, He also knows that He has 

given to His sheep another nature: a new heart, a new spirit and a new life. He 

looks on that nature with great love and affection. It is His gift to them. “I 

give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 

pluck them out of My hand.” Friends, He knows your nature, tonight. He 

knows what you strive with, and struggle with in your old nature. He 

understands what you bear, blessed be His holy name. And, He who wept and 

groaned in Gethsemane, has a very sweet understanding of the nature of His 

people and the pathway through which they are called to walk. 
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 Thirdly, He knows the number of His sheep. By that I mean that firstly, 

there is a number allotted to them. When I was a lad, we had a house that 

bordered onto a field of sheep. Every spring, as soon as the lambs were born, 

the shepherd would paint a number on the back of each lamb, so that each one 

was distinct from another. As each lamb grew up, it kept that number. Well, 

dear friends, God gives a number to each of His dear people. And, in a 

completely different metaphor, when Solomon was building the Temple, there 

was no sound of a hammer in the precincts of it; all the work was done in the 

quarry, each stone was numbered. When the time came for each stone to be 

put in its place, it was known where to put it. Some stones were left a long 

while before they were brought into the Temple. That was because each stone 

was for an appointed place. Sometimes I wonder why the Lord spares some of 

His aged people; some of them in great weakness and weariness of mind. You 

wonder, ‘Why? Why doesn’t the Lord take them home?’ Dear friends, it is 

because there is an appointed place. “Fitly joined together,” Paul says in 

Ephesians 4.  There is a time to put the stone where it belongs in the heavenly 

edifice above. And, like the sheep, there is a number allocated to each one, a 

number distinct to them. We believe in ‘particular redemption’ and ‘peculiar 

love’, in the very best sense. 
 

 But, He knows the number in another sense: how many sheep He has. He 

will not lose one of them. Not the most wayward, not the feeblest, not the 

weakest and not the slowest to learn. Friends, He will not lose one of them. 
 

“Who rather than lose us would shed His heart’s blood.” 

J. Hart 

 

That is the proof that He will not lose them. It is a mercy, isn’t it? 
 

 Again. He knows their need. He is well-aware of what they need. 

Sometimes they need “green pastures” and “still waters.” They need paths of 

obedience to walk in. Sometimes there is a resting, and sometimes a moving 

on. They need “the valley of the shadow of death,” it is part of divine 

teaching. They need the ‘presence of their enemies’ around them as they are 

fed. And finally, they need heaven itself. The Lord is very mindful of the 

needs of His dear people. He knows what they need in providence, and He 

knows what they need in grace. He knows when they need comfort, and He 

knows when they need correction. He knows when they need restoring, and 

He also knows when they need restraining. Oh, what care He shows over His 

sheep! There is not a need that you have tonight as one of His sheep that He is 
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not well-aware of. That word goes with it: “But my God shall supply all your 

need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Some of you prove it, 

don’t you? Day by day, as the need arises, so this Good Shepherd is well-

aware of your needs. In fact, He goes before His sheep. “Before they call, I 

will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” “Your Father 

knoweth.” Your Good Shepherd knows. 
 

 Then, finally, He knows the necessity that His sheep have. What is their 

necessity? It is Himself, isn’t it? “One thing is needful.” 
 

                                          “Jesus is the one thing needful; 

                                            I without Him perish must. 

    Gracious Spirit, make me heedful; 

                                            Help me in His name to trust; 

                                            And with pleasure, 

                                            In Him, as my portion, boast.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

 He knew that He Himself was and is essential to the flock. His covenant 

engagements were essential to them. His condescension into our nature was 

essential to them. “Made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them 

that were under the law.” 
 

“There was no other good enough 

                                            To pay the price of sin; 

                                            He only could unlock the gate 

  Of heaven and let His people in” 

C. F. Alexander (Adapted) 

 

Friends, He is essential to His people. And the dear Saviour knew that. He 

knew His righteousness was essential to them. He knew His precious blood 

was essential to them. He knew that His cross was essential to them. He knew 

that His grave was essential to them. He knows that His throne is essential to 

them now. It is all summed up in that beautiful desire repeated at the end of 

every verse in hymn 737: 
 

“Give me Christ, or else I die.” 

W. Hammond 

 In these five ways, then, the Good Shepherd knows His sheep: their name, 

their nature, their number, their needs and their necessity. Now our text says: I 

“know My sheep, and am known of Mine.” Now look at it the other way. Do 
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you know the name of the Good Shepherd? You say: ‘We all know His name. 

His name is Jesus.’ But, do you know it as the Church knows it in the Song of 

Solomon? “Thy name is as ointment poured forth”? Can you come in with the 

good hymnwriter? 
 

 “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

                                         In a believer’s ear! 

         It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 

                                         And drives away his fear.” 

J. Newton 

 

Has the name of Jesus ever been precious to you? It may have been in the 

want of it. Some of us humbly hope we have proved it in the possession of it. 

But, very often, it is in the want of it. You know what is needed. It is all 

bound up in that name: Jesus. When you plead, it is “for Jesus’ sake,” the 

“name which is above every name.” How you long that, that name should be 

named upon you! At the end of the high priestly benediction, we read that 

Aaron was commanded to say: “The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: The 

LORD make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The LORD 

lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. And they shall put My 

name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.” That is just what 

Ruth asked for on the threshing floor of Boaz. “Spread therefore thy skirt over 

thine handmaid.” ‘Let Thy name be named on me.’ That is what God’s people 

desire. If He has put that desire in your heart this evening hour, you will prove 

it to be so. Could you sing our second hymn with a little faith tonight? 
 

                                      “To know my Jesus crucified, 

                                        By far excels all things beside; 

                                        All earthly good I count but loss, 

And triumph in my Saviour’s cross.” 

R. Burnham 

 

 Again. Do you know the nature of this Good Shepherd? Have you proved 

Him? Have you proved His nature as God: that omnipotent One, that 

omniscient One and that omnipresent One? He is almighty; mighty to save, 

all-knowing. He knows where you are; He is blessedly omnipresent. In Psalm 

23 there is not a verse but what He is present. Whether it is “green pastures”, 

“still waters”, “paths of righteousness”, “the shadow of death” or the 

“presence of mine enemies,” He is present all the while, until His sheep are 

present with Him at last, when time shall be no more. Oh, friends! This is 

something in which we prove the nature of our God. His nature as a prayer-
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hearing, prayer-answering God; Do you know anything of His divine nature 

tonight? 
 

 Then, what do you know of His nature as Man? “The Man Christ Jesus.” 

The Man who laid down “His life a ransom for many.” The Man who shed 

His precious blood; the blood of a real Man, though blessedly united to His 

Godhead; so the virtue was infinite. It is called the blood of the Son of God, 

but it was through His holy manhood that He shed it. Have you proved His 

sympathy in this? 
 

                                      “So fair a face bedewed with tears; 

                                        What beauty e’en in grief appears! 

                                        He wept, He bled, He died for you; 

    What more, ye saints, could Jesus do?” 

B. Beddome 

 

Has He ever wept with you? Has He ever groaned with you? How far 

short we come in this! But, sometimes the Lord leads His people into paths 

where they know Him more deeply than ever before. I thought in meditation 

of those words in Matthew’s gospel concerning the Garden of Gethsemane, 

where we read that Peter and the other disciples slept. They slept while our 

Lord groaned, agonized and sweat! They slept! And what did the Lord say 

unto Peter when He kindly woke them? “What, could ye not watch with Me 

one hour?” That is what He says to His sheep, sometimes, when they go 

through dark paths; temptation, opposition, persecution, loneliness or 

discouragement, perhaps. What is He saying? “Could ye not watch with Me,” 

not just ‘Watch Me’; more than that: “with Me,” that is fellowship, “one 

hour?” A little cup compared with His; a little moment compared with His. 

“Could ye not watch with Me one hour?” Poor, fainting lamb or sheep in 

Christ’s fold tonight, “consider Him that endured such contradiction of 

sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” Do you 

know anything of His nature? 
 

 And then, do you know this? I have told you that He numbers His sheep. 

Have you any evidence that you are numbered among them? Do you ever 

pray the words of the hymn: 
                                 “With them numbered may I be, 

                                   Now, and through eternity.” 

J. Humphreys 

 

Do you ever sing, from the bottom of your heart? 
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“But can I bear the piercing thought: 

  What if my name should be left out, 

                                          When Thou for them shalt call?” 

Lady Huntingdon's Col. 

 

You are like blind Bartimaeus when Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. You 

cannot let Him pass by without Him stopping to acknowledge your case and 

your need. They told him to be quiet. ‘No,’ says blind Bartimaeus, ‘I cannot 

be quiet. I dare not be quiet! My need is so great, and this Jesus of Nazareth is 

the only One who can put it right. He is the Son of David. He is the Son of 

God to me.’ “Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.” He wanted to be 

acknowledged; not passed by or left out. We read: “And Jesus stood still.” He 

did acknowledge him. He did know his case, and, He did attend to it. Have 

you ever proved that? Has He ever stood by and attended to your case? 

Perhaps you have been in deep distress; perhaps broken hearted over some 

matter, and He has dropped with just one still, small voice a word into your 

heart. You realised He had stood by and attended to your tears, your grief, 

your sorrow, your burden, your care and your need. “He knoweth the way that 

I take.” And, with Jeremiah, you could say: “O LORD, thou knowest.” Paul 

says: “Thou remainest.” 
 

Again, have you proved this: that all your need must be supplied by Him? 

Are you shut up to a “Jesus only” situation in your need? Even in providence, 

we come to those places where only the Lord can appear for our help. “He 

sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know His work.” You 

may be one of those ‘shut up’ or ‘shut in’ ones tonight. Every effort you make 

to open the door and press a way through, why, you get rebuffed and turned 

back. Friends, the key is in His hand, not yours. He is making you wait until 

you realise that He must open the door. He shuts, and no man can open. And, 

while He does that, you must be still. You must sit still. You must stand still. 

But, when He opens, no man will shut. Iron bars and brazen gates will yield at 

His touch. Mountains will flow down when He speaks. Valleys will be exalted 

when He speaks. He says: “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to 

you.” He knows you need Him. Do you know it? Can you do without Him? 

That is the mark of the sheep; they cannot do without Him. There was a time 

when you could do without Him or, at least, so you thought. You lived 

without Him, you carried on without Him. But, now you cannot do without 

Him. That is a mark of the sheep: an indelible mark. Bless God if you have 

got that mark: you cannot do without Christ. 
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 Then, finally, dear friends, do you know His necessity in this respect: 

that, when all is said and done, the one thing that matters in this time state is 

to be Christ’s? Yes, the Lord may give us wealth, or He may not. He may give 

us health, and He may not. He may give us a smooth path, and He may not. 

But, when all is said and done, what is the one thing needful? What does 

matter most this evening hour? You say: ‘But I have got some pressing matter 

that must be dealt with!’ He knows. But, there is something more pressing 

than that matter which has made you sigh and groan today. It is your never 

dying soul, and where it will spend eternity. And, is this precious Christ 

yours? That is more pressing than anything else. If you are alive unto God 

tonight, you will know it. Yes. He is essential to the sheep. They cannot do 

without Him. He is a necessity to them. That is the religion of God’s dear 

people. “I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of 

Mine.” He knows where you are tonight: what situation you are in, what you 

need, what you are waiting for, what you have asked Him for. In His own 

time and way, He will come. He will look upon you as one of His sheep. You 

will feel ashamed at your wanderings, your distrust and your unbelief. We are 

full of it all. But, He will still say: 
 

                                        ““I love thee well, My child.”” 

J. Berridge 
 

                                        ““Rebellious thou hast been, 

                                           And art rebellious still; 

                                           But since in love I took thee in, 

                                           My promise I’ll fulfil.”” 

H. Fowler 
 

“I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.” 

“The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 

them that are His. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart 

from iniquity.” The sheep should not be ashamed of the Shepherd. They 

should not be ashamed of His wounds, nor of His name, nor of His gospel, nor 

of His voice, nor of His ways, nor of His ordinances. No. “My sheep hear My 

voice, and I know them, and they follow Me,” as He says elsewhere in this 

chapter. 

 

May God add His blessing. 

Amen 

 


