
 1 

 Prayer Meeting Address 

given at 

Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Wednesday evening, 29th November, 2017 

 

Text: “Give ye them to eat.” Matthew 14, part of verse16 

 

 The Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of the eternal Father, verily 

God and verily Man, has many names which rightly belong to Him. 

Those names speak of the offices He holds on behalf of His Church. 

For example, we are told that He is the “Head of the Church.” We are 

told He is “King of kings, and Lord of lords.” When you consider those 

two names, you immediately come face to face with His authority. This 

was one of the things which startled the early congregation to whom He 

preached: the authority with which He spake. “Never man spake like 

this Man.” With authority He cast out devils and healed the sick. 

 

Here we have, in these few words this evening, another example of 

the authority of Christ, and, in particular, His rightful authority to 

command. Here He gives a command. He has a right to command, and 

having that right, we must trace out how that command was fulfilled. 

“Give ye them to eat.” The ‘them’ were the five thousand; hungry and 

fainting by the way. The ‘ye’ were His disciples. As we know from this 

chapter and elsewhere from other accounts of the same miracle, the 

disciples were completely overwhelmed with the problem, the 

perplexity, the difficulty and the enormity of the need. And, when this 

command was given, what a command it was! It was completely 

beyond their reach to fulfil. 

 

Yet, the Lord still had a right to command. And He still has a right 

to command. Take, for example, our position as God’s creatures under 

the holy law of God. There are commands given there from which you 

and I are not exempt. They are not options. They are not ways we could 

take if we wanted to. Friends, they are commands! We are given Ten 

Commandments, and there is also a New Commandment given in 
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gospel days: “That ye love one another.” So, although man has fallen 

and has lost his ability to obey the law; that does not mean God has lost 

His right to command. The matter is summed up very expressly by one 

of our hymns. The good hymnwriter put it like this: 

 
  ““Run, run, and work,” the law commands, 

                             Yet finds me neither feet nor hands; 

                              But sweeter news the gospel brings; 

                              It bids me fly, and lends me wings.” 

J. Berridge 

 

Friends, bless God if, by grace, sovereign grace alone; you have 

been brought from the covenant of works which you could never obey, 

however long you had to try so to do, and have been put in the 

covenant of grace where it is not ‘do, do, do,’ but ‘done, done, done.’ 

And, because it is done, blessed be God, the ability to walk in God’s 

ways comes from a finished work; a ‘done’ work. We draw our 

strength from Another, our victory from Another and our obedience 

from Another. So, my first point this evening is that the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the eternal Son of the eternal Father, who is equal with the 

Father; “Head of the Church,” “King of kings and Lord of lords,” has a 

just right to command. 

 

Secondly, what He commands, although it may be beyond our 

ability to obey (and it certainly was beyond the ability of these 

disciples), He is perfectly just in commanding. Never forget that. The 

Word of God says: “His commandments are not grievous.” You may 

think they are. Your old flesh thinks so, your old nature thinks so. It 

fights, kicks and rebels against them. Sometimes it screams out against 

His commandments because of what your old nature is: it is fallen, 

alien and disobedient. But, bless God, dear friends, if you have ever 

come into those words the apostle speaks of: “For the love of Christ 

constraineth us.” When that blessed constraint is set forth; when the 

love of God to poor sinners through a precious Christ touches the 

obdurate heart, the rebellious will, the restlessness of our poor, 

wayward spirit, then, as recorded later in this very chapter, there is a 
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great calm. “Thy people shall be willing…” When? “…in the day of 

thy power.” We need some days of power, don’t we? One of the 

features of the generation in which we are living, is that there is a very 

great lack of power in the ministry, our prayers and our fellowship. The 

Holy Ghost has withdrawn in a great measure, and is withheld in a 

great measure. We have to acknowledge it. He is grieved. We should 

ask the question: ‘Why?’ One of the reasons is disobedience. “If ye will 

not for all this hearken unto Me, but walk contrary unto Me; Then I will 

walk contrary unto you.” God has a perfect right; His dear Son has a 

perfect right to command. There are gospel commands. “Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” “Repent” “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.” All 

these things are beyond us, by nature. 

 

But, blessed be God, in this little account here we find the ability to 

fulfil the command came from Him who gave it. When God lays a 

command on you and me He does not expect us to fulfil it in our own 

strength. He does not send you a warfare at your own charges. He does 

not say that you must fend for yourself. If He lays the command upon 

you, He will give the ability and the resources that you need to obey it. 

“Thy God hath commanded thy strength.” You have it in the case of 

Joshua. Dear Moses had been taken home to glory. Poor Joshua was, as 

it were, bereaved of his spiritual father. “As I was with Moses, so I will 

be with thee.” “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good 

courage.” ‘Here is your strength, Joshua. I have commanded thee. And, 

with My commandings are My enablings.’ Under the law there is no 

enabling with the command. There is only curse, condemnation and the 

sentence of death because of our sinful inability, yea, and our 

unwillingness to obey. But, under the gospel, what a difference! 

Strength is commanded. 

 

It was the same with Gideon. He was the least in his father’s house. 

He could give so many reasons why he should not obey. Yet, dear 

friends, the Lord said: “Go in this thy might.” And here is your might: 

“Have not I sent thee?” It was the same with these disciples here. ‘Here 

is your strength, you unbelieving, doubting, perplexed, bewildered 
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disciples. I have given the command. Now see what I will do.’ “Give 

ye them to eat.” 

 

The next thing we notice is that the Lord already had in His holy 

mind, heart, soul and purpose the means wherewith He was going to 

enable His disciples to fulfil what He commanded them. I do not know, 

but there may be one here upon whom the Lord has laid a command 

this evening hour. You look at your own strength; you have none. You 

are a poor, weak worm of this earth. Friends, I tell you, He who gives 

the command gives the resources. And here we have it. Already, 

despite the unbelief of all those disciples; Philip, Peter, Andrew and 

James, who could not see how possibly this command could be met, 

there was that young lad there. It was a small means. Friends, never 

ever despise the means God may use to enable you to do what He bids 

you do or to fulfil the need in the command He has laid upon you. 

Never, ever limit what God can do! 

 

Here was a very unlikely means: one little lad with five loaves. 

They were not loaves of bread as we know them, they were what we 

call batches, I should think. “Five loaves, and two fishes.” They were 

just enough to give a satisfactory lunch to a lad of his age. I think we 

pass over that little lad too quickly. There are three things about him 

which stand out. Firstly, the Lord Jesus knew he was there. He does not 

take His eye off the little ones. Secondly, I am sure that the Lord 

constrained that lad to do what he did. The inference is almost that he 

came to the disciples and said: ‘Look, I have got five loaves and two 

fishes.’ And the poor unbelieving disciples said: “But what are they 

among so many?” Do you remember what happened with the widow 

woman of Zarephath? “The barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 

cruse of oil fail.” It was multiplied daily for the need that arose. Yes, 

bless God for it. And the third thing about the little lad is this; that day 

he gave all that he had to give. He held nothing back. It was the same 

faith as the widow woman had, who cast in her two mites into the 

treasury. There was the Lord, sitting in the Temple. He was watching 

the people put their offering into the collection. The rich, proud 

Pharisees went by and cast their coins in. They were of far more value 
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in a natural sense than that widow woman’s. She cast in just two mites. 

Perhaps the proud Pharisees saw her and despised her. ‘Can’t you give 

more than that?’ What did the Lord say? “For all they did cast in of 

their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all 

her living.” ‘She has given her all. She has nothing left after she has 

given.’ That is real giving, isn’t it? That is what the Saviour did, didn’t 

He? Could He have given any more than Himself? Friends, think of it! 

No wonder the hymnwriter, in contemplating that, said: 

 
 “Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were an offering far too small; 

                               Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

I. Watts 

 

Friends, it is because we lack the sense of that love that we are so 

hesitant. We are so withdrawn, and we are so withheld. But, when that 

love is shed abroad in the heart, it opens the floodgates of the heart. 

Then we become willing and obedient. 

 

So, this little lad brings the five loaves and the two fishes. But, 

while they remain in his hands and while they remain in the disciples’ 

hands, they are inefficient, insufficient and inadequate. And that is just 

how it is when your resources are in your hands. They are not 

sufficient. They are not adequate. They are not enough. You know it, 

don’t you? You realise the needs you have in the ways God has put you 

in for this path and that path. You need wisdom, you need strength, you 

need patience, you need humility and you need grace. Many a time you 

feel to lack all of that and wonder whatever you are doing in such a 

path. It is where the Lord has put you; that is why you feel like you do. 

Those of you who are saying: ‘Well, if I could only see how it is all 

going to fall out, then I would be willing to walk in these ways of 

humble obedience.’ Where is faith, then? 

 

I love the faith of Abraham, when he was halfway up Mount 

Moriah. It is one of the greatest acts of God-given faith that we have 
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ever seen, apart from the laying down of the life of our dear Redeemer; 

we will leave that in a league of its own; I say that most reverently. But 

think of Abraham. Halfway up that mountain, toiling up: he was an old 

man, he had that heavy inward burden; that command laid on him to 

lay his lad on the altar and plunge a knife into him. Then there was that 

poignant question from Isaac: “Behold the fire and the wood: but where 

is the lamb for a burnt offering?” How could Abraham answer him? 

Listen. “My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt 

offering.” His name is “Jehovah-jireh.” The Lord will provide. Yet, 

Abraham could not yet see how the Lord would provide. He did not 

say: ‘I think I will wait half way up this mountain until I know what is 

going to take place when I get to the top.’ He did not know. But, this he 

did know: the Lord had commanded him to walk up that mountain with 

his son, with a knife in his hand, with the fire and with the wood. He 

had been given that command to lay his son on the altar. But, he also 

believed that he would come back down the mount with the lad safe 

and well. And I believe that Abraham’s faith went as far as this; that 

even if the knife was plunged into Isaac’s bosom, and even if the fire 

did do its work, he believed the Lord would have raised his lad up and 

brought him back down the mount with him. Now that is great faith. 

Oh! Our poor, paltry, insignificant faith compared to Abraham’s faith! 

May God give us such faith! “My son, God will provide.” ‘The Lord 

will provide. His name is “Jehovah-jireh.”’ “But my God shall supply 

all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

 

But, these meagre resources are to be put in the Lord’s hands. 

Gideon must be put in the Lord’s hands, if he is to be used. The oil and 

the meal in that little home in Zarephath must be in the Lord’s hands if 

it is to be of any benefit. Friends, put your meagre resources in the 

hands of Him with whom there are no limitations. “With God all things 

are possible.” Yes. “Give ye them to eat.” The dear Redeemer took 

those meagre rations, we might say, in His dear hands and He “lifted up 

His eyes to heaven.” This is the Man Christ Jesus in prayer, the dear 

Son of God in our nature; setting the example and acknowledging 

where these gifts come from. Do not despise small gifts, as they might 

seem. He thanked His Father for those few loaves and fishes. Then, 
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dear friends, those human hands began to break them. The hands of the 

Godhead multiplied as He break. He kept breaking the bread and 

breaking the fishes until “they did all eat and were filled.” In other 

words, the need was absolutely, fully and completely supplied. 

 

But it was more than that. “They took up twelve baskets full of the 

fragments.” There was one for each of those labouring disciples, so 

they did not lack. “He that watereth shall be watered also himself”, the 

Word of God says so. “Seed to the sower, and bread to the eater.” The 

Lord has promised it. “My cup runneth over,” says the good psalmist. 

An overflowing of God’s mercy. He gives, and He gives, and He gives 

again. Friends, are you in some great need this evening hour? Are you 

at wits end corner? Have all your resources dried up? Has your strength 

gone? Are you fainting? Are you failing? Listen. “He shall not fail nor 

be discouraged.” “He”; your God, “shall not fail.” He will not “be 

discouraged.” We have failed. We are often discouraged and often 

dismayed. But, He is not discouraged, and He is not dismayed, even in 

this blessed account. We read in John’s gospel: “He Himself knew 

what He would do.” It was already in His holy mind how it was going 

to fall out, what provision was going to be made and what lesson He 

was going to teach His disciples. 

 

“Give ye them to eat.” So, dear friends, at the end of the miracle the 

command was fulfilled, the disciples did as they were bidden, and they 

considered: ‘Lord, how was it done?’ 

 
                           “Thy grace sufficèd saints of old; 

      It made them strong and made them bold, 

                             And it suffices still.” 

J. Berridge 

 

The Lord deliberately lays commands on you and me that are too 

much for us; a cross to bear, a thorn to endure, a fire to pass through, a 

crook in the lot to live with. He may lay a responsibility on our 

shoulders in His name in certain parts of His Church. The Lord knows. 

It is all too much for our poor, weak self. But, He does that so that we 
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may flee to Him for wisdom, strength, for grace, for humility and for 

all that we feel to lack. It is all in Him. I love that little hymn (we may 

sing it a little later): 

 
  “When all created streams are dried, 

                                  Thy fulness is the same; 

                                  May I with this be satisfied, 

                                  And glory in Thy name.” 

J. Ryland 
 

However, dried up you may feel, however hard, barren and unspiritual, 

remember: “Your life is hid with Christ in God.” There is the source, 

there is the resource, there is your hope, there is your certainty. 

 
                                “He who has helped me hitherto, 

        Will help me all my journey through; 

 And give me daily cause to raise 

                                  New Ebenezers to His praise.” 

J. Newton 

 

May God add His blessing. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


