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Text:  “I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of  
Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” Psalm 81 v 10

God’s servant, Asaph, in this Psalm, had been reviewing the Lord’s 
goodness to His ancient people in days gone by. But, the Lord had a 
controversy with His ancient people. It is summed up in verse 11. “But 
My people would not hearken to My voice; and Israel would none of 
Me.” So they were a rebellious people. They were a stiffnecked people. 
Asaph goes on to describe what the Lord did in judgment. “So I gave 
them up unto  their  own hearts’  lust:  and  they  walked  in  their  own 
counsels.” There is nothing more solemn than when the Lord leaves 
one of His people, or a nation, to walk in their own counsel. Be sure, 
they are walking into trouble.  Towards the end of the Psalm Asaph 
summarises what their state would have been, had they been obedient, 
by summing up with that beautiful word: “He should have fed them 
also with the finest of the wheat: and with honey out of the rock should 
I  have  satisfied  thee.”  These  things  are  left  on  record  for  our 
admonition, warning and encouragement.

God hates rebellion, but He loves obedience. You will notice, in the 
Word  of  God,  that  faith,  love  and  obedience  walk  together.  And 
unbelief, enmity and disobedience walk together. Friends, we need to 
be kept, by the grace of God, in those three virtues – faith, love and 
obedience. But, the path of obedience is not always easy. In fact, it is 
almost certainly not going to be easy. Because, in the path of obedience 
are those things that will come, and do come, which are more than we 
have the wisdom for, the strength for, the grace for, the perseverance 
for and the patience for. But, in our text, the Lord gives a wonderful 
encouragement to obedient souls. Here is a word to encourage us in the 
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ways of obedience. “I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

Three things, then, are said for our encouragement tonight. First of 
all, a statement of character of the God of Israel. “I am the LORD thy 
God.” What a wonderful expression that is! Three things immediately 
come to our attention. First of all, we have the personality of our God. 
When I say that, I mean He is a God; yes, He is three Persons – we 
know that. But, friends, He deals personally with His people, and He is 
a God to be known. He is a God to be communed with. He is a God to 
be prayed to. He is a God to be walked with. “I am the LORD thy God.” 
He leaves no room for any other. You will find that as you walk out the 
path that God puts you in, He will not leave room for any other. So, 
from all your idols He will cleanse you, in one way or another. “I am 
the LORD thy God.” 

The second thing which is  wonderfully encouraging is  that  little 
word ‘am.’ “I  am.” Present tense. This was written hundreds of years 
after  God’s  ancient  people  came out  of  Israel.  As  if  the  Lord  was 
saying: ‘I am the same God. I am not diminished in My power, nor in 
My authority, nor in My love, nor in My mercy, nor in My ability to 
hear prayer and answer it. I am the same God. The same God of the 
Red Sea. The same God of Marah. The same God of Jordan.’ “I am the 
LORD thy God.” It  is  a  wonderful  thing to review the past  and take 
courage for the present.  We read of the Apostle Paul,  that  when he 
came  to  that  place  called  “The  three  taverns”,  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles, some of the brethren met him there – and God ordained what 
they should do, to strengthen him in what lay before him – we read, “he 
thanked God, and took courage.” “He thanked God” for having brought 
him thus far, “and took courage” concerning the future.” And, as we 
sometimes sing in that beautiful hymn:

“Brought safely by His hand thus far,
  Why dost thou now give place to fear?

       How canst thou want if He provide,
  Or lose thy way with such a Guide?”

J. Newton
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In fact, the psalmist says, concerning that matter: “This God is our God 
for ever and ever: He will be our Guide even unto death.” He is “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

Then we have this: “Thy God.” How do we know He is the God of 
Israel?  They  have  proved  it.  Their  very  history  confirmed  it.  The 
prayers  answered,  the  promises  fulfilled,  the  doors  opened,  the 
mountains made low, the visits from His face, the touches of His love, 
the sweet forbearance of His grace. They had every evidence that He 
was  their  God.  They  did  not  always  behave  as  if  they  were  His 
children, mind you. No. But, nonetheless, still He makes this blessed 
acknowledgement: “I am the LORD thy God.” 

 “Rebellious thou hast been,
       And art rebellious still;
    But since in love I took thee in,

   My promise I’ll fulfil.”
H. Fowler

“Thy God.”  He reminds  them of  the manner  in  which  God brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and made them a separate people. We 
read  in  Deuteronomy,  “the  LORD hath  chosen  thee  to  be  a  peculiar 
people  unto  Himself.”  A  people,  so  favoured,  that  they  would  be 
distinguished from all the other peoples on the face of this earth. In that 
sense, God’s dear people are a distinguished, peculiar people. We read, 
in  1  Peter  2,  a  description  God  gives  of  His  people.  “A  royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people.” The margin reading has 
“a purchased people.” What purchase price has bought them out of the 
spiritual land of Egypt – that is, out of this dying world, out of a false 
hope? What price is it? It is the price of the heart’s blood of the dear 
Saviour. Oh, friends, what that precious blood has done! Eternity will 
not be long enough to praise God for it. This people in our text, were 
not strangers, in that sense, to the blood of the covenant in a ceremonial 
way.  And  God’s  spiritual  people  are  not  strangers  to  the  blood  of 
Christ. It is their plea; it is their hope; it is their foundation. It is that 
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which softens their heart; it is that that washes away their sins; it is that 
that brings new life to their souls. Oh, the preciousness of the blood of 
Christ!  No  wonder  Peter  speaks  of  it  as  being  not  redeemed “with 
corruptible  things,  as  silver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”

So, first of all, we have this blessed declaration. “I am the LORD thy 
God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt.”  Now, the Lord 
follows it with an exhortation: “open thy mouth wide.” Ask great things 
of a great God. It honours Him. I read, only recently, of a very strange 
but remarkable instance of a woman who wanted to buy a house. She 
was a godly woman, but she had not got the money to pay for it. (She 
was only on a pension.) But something moved her to go to the man who 
owned the house and see if he was willing to sell it. Would he let her 
pay what she could over the years, to purchase this house? It seemed a 
most ridiculous thing to even think of in the day in which she was 
living. It was unheard of. But moved, she believed, by a hidden impulse 
from God,  she  went  and knocked at  this  man’s  door  and made her 
request.  And,  to  her  amazement,  he  said:  ‘I  believe  you  are  an 
honourable woman. I believe you will pay me what you can over the 
years.  On  that  ground,  I  am  willing  to  sell  you  that  house.’  And, 
amazingly, God gave her grace and ability to pay it off in a shorter time 
than she thought. The house became hers. The point I am making – she 
asked a great thing. 

“Thou art coming to a King;
  Large petitions with thee bring;
  For His grace and power are such,
  None can ever ask too much.”

J. Newton

What  do  you  feel  to  need,  tonight?  What  mountains  need  to  flow 
down? What valleys need to be exalted? What crooked things need to 
be made straight?  What rough places need to be made plain? What 
doors need to be opened? What provisions do you need in providence? 
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And more than that, what do you need in your soul? What sins are there 
to be pardoned? What temptations are there to be resisted? What evils 
within are there to be overcome? What grace do you need for the path 
that opens up before you? “Open thy mouth wide.” As wide as you can. 
Ask great things: “Open thy mouth wide.” And, as you do, ask God to 
teach you how to pray and what to pray for. And may you beg for a 
large view of what He can do. It was said of that woman who was said 
to be ‘the woman of great faith.’ She said: ‘I am not the woman of great 
faith. I am the woman of little faith in a great God.’ It is the greatness 
of God which is the strength of His people’s faith.

So, dear friends, what is on your heart, this evening? As I reminded 
you at the outset, they had been disobedient and had proved the folly of 
it. ‘Now,’ says the Lord, ‘in the path of obedience to this great God, all 
God’s people will find strength is given, grace is given, help is given.’ 
“As thy days, so shall thy strength be.” Nothing will come in the way in 
which God leads His people, but what there is an answer to every need, 
a resolving of every difficulty, and patience and strength given to bring 
His  people  through.  “Open  thy  mouth  wide”  –  in  faith,  in  humble 
expectation, “looking unto Jesus.”

Then  He  says:  “and  I  will  fill  it.”  That  is  a  wonderful  little 
expression, isn’t it? “I will fill it.” We have three things to consider 
here.  First  of  all,  He  fills  His  people’s  mouths  with  arguments. 
Arguments. In other words – a right plea. And what plea is it? Why, it 
is the name of Jesus. It is the blood of Jesus. It is the righteousness of 
Jesus. That is what the mouth is filled with. Job said: “I would order 
my cause before Him, and fill  my mouth with arguments.” What he 
meant was, that God would so favour him at the throne of grace, he 
would  know how to plead  his  case.  Friends,  you  have a  wonderful 
argument when you open your mouth wide, (God’s Word has bid you 
do it); you have a most wonderful encouragement to ask great things, 
(the very Word of God exhorts you to do it): ‘Thou hast said’ you may 
say to the God who bid you do it. Fill your mouth with arguments, and 
remember:
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“This is the name the Father loves
To hear His children plead;

  And all such pleading He approves,
And blesses them indeed.”

S. Medley

Secondly. He fills His people’s mouth with desires. Those desires 
that come from Him are the ones that will do your soul good. It is a 
mercy when He teaches us how to pray and what to pray for, isn’t it? 
When He fills our mouth with desires, with longings, with hungerings, 
with thirstings, with laying out our case before Him. “Open thy mouth 
wide.” 

I will give you a case in grace and a case in providence. The case in 
grace. What can we say? Take Manasseh. Manasseh was a rogue of a 
man. He had a most godly father – Hezekiah. And yet, when Hezekiah 
died and Manasseh came to the throne at twelve years old, what havoc 
that  young  boy  wrought  in  Jerusalem!  We  read  that  he  made 
Jerusalem’s streets run with blood. He brought idols into the temple, 
and he walked contrary to the very God of  our  text.  And God sent 
prophets to warn him, but he wouldn’t  hear.  But,  secretly,  God had 
mercy upon that man. He did not cut him off, as He did his son Amon, 
who copied his father’s sins. There is divine sovereignty. We read God 
sent an enemy “which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound 
him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon.” And there, in the prison, 
we read these  words:  “Then  Manasseh knew that  the  LORD He  was 
God.” He was Manasseh’s God, strangely, wonderfully enough. He was 
intreated of that God. He opened his mouth wide as a poor, guilty, hell-
deserving  sinner.  And  the  Lord  delivered  him,  pardoned  him  and 
brought  him back  to  his  throne.  The  latter  days  of  his  reign  were 
blessed with the very spirit of our text this evening. Oh! friends, what 
cannot God do for the coming sinner? He has blood to cleanse their 
soul, righteousness to cover them, grace to enable them to hold on their 
way. What cannot He do for a poor, coming sinner? “Open thy mouth 
wide.” “This is a faithful saying,  and worthy of all  acceptation, that 
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Christ  Jesus came into the world  to save  sinners;”  – and Manasseh 
would say – “of whom I am chief.”

But then, what about in providence? Some of you have proved it, 
haven’t you? “Open thy mouth wide.” Oh! to your  amazement your 
covenant God has heard your prayers. I think of Jeremiah. It was a very 
strange request, and, perhaps, almost an unkind request of his nephew 
to ask him to buy that field in  Anathoth.  You say: ‘Why was it  an 
unkind request?’ I think that nephew thought it was a besieged land. 
‘This land will not do me any good. I will get Jeremiah to get it off my 
hands. I will have the money and I can spend it. This land will do me 
no good at all.’ The Lord tells Jeremiah that this man is going to come 
into the prison and ask him to buy that field. ‘And you are to buy it, 
Jeremiah.’ And hard on the heels of God’s Word, this man arrives. It is 
all done, and signed and sealed, according to the law of the land at that 
time.  Then  Jeremiah  goes  to  prayer.  Oh!  That  dear  man!  What  a 
wonderful prayer he prayed! You read it in Jeremiah 32. But what a 
large argument he had! “Behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the 
earth by Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing 
too  hard  for  Thee.”  Go into  Genesis  18,  and hear  the  angel  of  the 
covenant speak to Abraham concerning Sarah’s womb. It was barren! 
She was eighty-nine years old at that time. The angel said that within a 
year Sarah would have a son of her own. She laughs with unbelief. She 
denies it. “Thou didst laugh,” said the angel. And he added this: “Is any 
thing too hard for the LORD?” Nothing is impossible with our God. You 
go to Luke 1, and you hear the angel, Gabriel, speaking to the virgin 
Mary concerning the coming Jesus, and the amazing way she would be 
the mother.  He said:  “With God nothing shall  be impossible.”  Dear 
friends, it is faith that

“Laughs at impossibilities, 
  And cries, it shall be done.”

C. Wesley

“With God all things are possible.”
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“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” First of all, He would fill 
it with arguments, secondly,  with desires, and, thirdly, with answers. 
Friends, the answers God gives satisfy God’s dear people. We read in 
Psalm 103: “Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy 
youth  is  renewed  like  the  eagle’s.”  An  answered  prayer,  to  one  of 
God’s  dear  children,  is  so  satisfying.  Not  only does  it  resolve  their 
difficulty;  not  only  does  it  bring  hope  concerning  their  path,  but  it 
renews  their  confidence  that  “this  God  is  our  God.”  They set  their 
Ebenezer to it. They set up a waymark. Here is a witness. ‘This God is 
my God. He has heard my poor cry; He has attended to my prayer.’ Oh! 
how satisfying this is, when we have this witness.

“That Christ is God I can avouch,
And for His people cares,

  Since I have prayed to Him as such,
And He has heard my prayers.”

J. Hart

Oh! It is a wonderful thing when God fills our mouth with answers. 

Then,  I  must  add  a  fourth  thing.  He  fills  their  mouth  with 
thanksgivings.  Don’t  forget  that.  “And  call  upon  Me  in  the  day  of 
trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.” Don’t forget the 
last part. Put the crown where it belongs. So we read, in one of the 
Psalms, “I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all 
His people.” Why did the psalmist do that? He asked a question: “What 
shall  I  render unto the LORD for  all  His benefits toward me?” There 
were thanksgivings in the heart  of the delivered psalmist.  “I am the 
LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy 
mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

One last thought, and I’ll leave it. ‘Ah,’ you say, ‘it is this trouble 
dealt  with;  it  is  this need supplied.’  And you  bless  God for  it.  But 
already unbelief is rising up. ‘But,’ you say, ‘what about that next need; 
that  next trouble that  already seems to be looming on the horizon?’ 
Listen. Remember James’ words – blessed words: “But He giveth more 
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grace.” He has not finished answering your prayers. He has not finished 
filling  your  mouth  with  arguments,  and  desires,  and  answers,  and 
thanksgivings. There is more “land to be possessed;” more evidences 
yet to prove that He is your God. Then friends, as one good hymnwriter 
put it:

“We’ll praise Him for all that is past,
  And trust Him for all that’s to come.”

J. Hart

May God give us such grace; such confidence as only He can give us. 
But oh! this is a blessed word. How many of you here, tonight, could 
write ‘tried and proved’ along side it? 

Amen.

9


