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Text:  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways  
My ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  
so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your  
thoughts.” Isaiah 55, verses 8 & 9

It is a very precious line of meditation – to think about the Lord’s 
thoughts. To think that almighty God should have “thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil” toward poor sinners; this is an amazing miracle. When 
Adam and Eve first sinned, they could not see any “thoughts of peace” 
whatsoever  as  their  Creator  came  into  the  Garden  in  that  terrible 
moment.  And yet,  even then,  in  God’s  infinite  mercy,  He  began to 
unfold “thoughts of peace,” when the first sacrifice was made, the first 
blood was shed on this earth and they were clothed at the expense of 
the life of another. God began to unfold His thoughts. And the thoughts 
of God are inextricably linked to His Word. We may say His thoughts 
come first, and, in many respects, they are hidden thoughts; things as 
yet we know nothing about; matters, as yet, not even spoken of by our 
God, and unrevealed.  But there is a time when God puts His thoughts 
into words. That is a very precious thing when God should speak to us 
in such a way as to remind us that He is thinking upon us. You may 
say: ‘But I am not worthy of that.’ Friend, whoever was? Whoever was 
worthy of God’s thoughts of peace? Not one. The dear psalmist said at 
the end of Psalm 40: “But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh 
upon me.” And he turned that blessed truth into a prayer. “Thou art my 
help and my Deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.”

In  Psalm  139,  we  have  something  else  about  God’s  thoughts. 
Remember how the dear psalmist saw that God was everywhere: even 
if he took “the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; Even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall 
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hold me.” Towards the end of that precious Psalm, the psalmist was led 
to say this, as God’s mouthpiece. “How precious also are Thy thoughts 
unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, 
they are more in number than the sand.” How precious! Then, if you 
link that with that beautiful word in Psalm 103 – “For as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him,” 
– you see that those precious thoughts are thoughts of mercy; thoughts 
of peace towards His dear God-fearing people. 

You may say that the first part of our text, this evening, condemns 
you, because it is so true – your thoughts are not His thoughts, and your 
ways are not His ways. Indeed, in the previous verse, the Lord had been 
reproving the wicked and the unrighteous man for his ways and his 
thoughts.  And  conviction  of  sin  –  so  vital  in  the  experience  of  a 
believer – brings us to that solemn conclusion and realisation that our 
thoughts are not God’s thoughts,  and our ways are not God’s ways. 
And, if we are granted that rare, vital, precious gift of repentance, then 
what  should be our path? “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts.” God will not forsake His way. God will 
not forsake His thoughts. But oh! He exhorts the wicked to “forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.” You say: ‘But my way has 
been a sinful way; an unbelieving way; a corrupt way; a wordly way; a 
carnal way. And, as for my thoughts, oh! I would not begin to think of 
expressing those to any other. Oh! can there be mercy for me?’ Listen. 
“Let him return unto the LORD, and” – not He might have mercy upon 
him; not  perhaps He might have mercy – “He  will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 

The prodigal  son,  as he returned, found it  hard to think that  his 
father  could have thoughts  of  peace toward him. The best  he could 
think of was a place among the hired servants. He did not know his 
father’s heart, did he? He did when his father “ran, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him.” Then he knew it. Oh! that kiss covered all his faults; 
all his ways and all his thoughts, as well. Just as God’s ways are higher 
than our ways, and His thoughts than our thoughts, so His ways cover 
our sinful ways. His thoughts cover the guilt  of our sinful thoughts. 
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This,  of  course,  is  seen  in  the  imputed  righteousness  of  the  dear 
Redeemer: 
                                   “And, lest the shadow of a spot

Should on my soul be found,
  He took the robe the Saviour wrought,

And cast it all around.”
I. Watts

This is the gospel, isn’t it? This is the gospel, and bless God for it, as 
well. We have so much to be ashamed of in our ways and our thoughts; 
so much to repent of, yet, the sinner, sheltering beneath the cleft of the 
Rock, God says of him: “Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in 
thee.” What a mercy! What a miracle! “For as the heaven is high above 
the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. As far as the 
east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from 
us.”  How has  He  removed  them? Child  of  God,  do  you  know the 
answer? Listen. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world.” He has removed it. He took it to Calvary, and He cast 
behind His back for ever the sins of His dear people; He drowned them 
in the sea of sorrow, atoning blood and love that poured out of His 
heart, soul and body, at Calvary.

“Let the water and the blood,
  From Thy riven side which flowed,
  Be of sin the double cure,
  Cleanse me from its guilt and power.”

 A.M. Toplady

This is the gospel in our text. However high the mountains of guilt, His 
mercy is higher. Whatever rugged peaks rise up in sad remembrance of 
faults and failings, 

“It rises high, and drowns the hills;
Has neither shore nor bound;

  Now if we search to find our sins,
Our sins can ne’er be found.”

I. Watts
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But then, our text has another line of thought altogether. That is, 
God’s dealing with His people in their providential  path.  How often 
have God’s people had to walk this out; that our thoughts are not God’s 
thoughts, neither our ways His ways. Oh! what a different plan our life 
would have been if we had of planned it! Dear friends, if we are left to 
plan our own life, we’ll plan it into eternal misery. Bless God if He has 
not left you to plan your own life. Bless His holy name if He has taken 
the matter out of your hands. What a mercy if He does so! When He 
moves in paths we have not known, and leads us in ways we never 
expected; when what we have hoped for seems to be crossed; when 
what we, perhaps, in our visions hoped would come to pass, yet God 
takes a  different  way – what  are  we to say? First  of  all,  we are to 
remember Psalm 46 verse 10: “Be still, and know that I am God.” 

“It is the Lord, enthroned in light,
Whose claims are all divine,

  Who has an undisputed right
To govern me and mine.”

T. Greene
Now, remember that. “An undisputed right.”

Secondly.  God’s  ways  are  not  only  higher  than  our  ways,  His 
thoughts are not only higher than our thoughts, but they are better than 
our  ways,  and they are  better than our  thoughts.  Do you  think any 
earthly  father  would  not  do  anything  but  the  best  for  his  children, 
within the ability he has? And yet, we make mistakes, even in that, do 
we not? Why then do you limit your heavenly Father, the first person of 
the glorious Trinity? Can you think His love is as limited as that of a 
faulty, failing, earthly father? Can you think His resources are so bound 
up, as many a father’s is? No, dear friends. He is the perfect Father. He 
knows what is best for His people, and He never causes His child a 
needless tear. I am not saying He does not cause them a tear or two, 
because  we  need  a  tear  or  two.  “For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  He 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” As we go on 
in life there will  be more tears – undoubtedly so. We are yet  in the 
flesh; we still need correction and divine discipline. But friends, it is all 
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for the best. “Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before 
ye ask Him.” And, “your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
all  these  things.”  God’s  ways  are  best.  You  read  in  Hebrews  that 
beautiful word, “some better thing for us.” You may not see it at the 
moment. It may be a cloudy, dark, lowering day in your experience. 
But,  friends,  behind that low, lowering cloud smiles the God of our 
text, who

“…holds all nature in His hand;
  That gracious hand on which I live
  Does life, and time, and death command,
  And has immortal joys to give.”

A. Steele

That God of whom the prophet speaks. “I will bring the blind by a way 
that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: 
I will  make darkness light  before them, and crooked things straight. 
These things will I do unto them” – not just for them – “unto them,” – 
that  is  sanctification  –  “and  not  forsake  them.”  And again,  in  New 
Testament language. “But” – whatever the sacrifice; “but” – however 
hard the way; “but” – however unexpected the new chapters; “but my 
God shall  supply all  your  need according  to His  riches in  glory by 
Christ Jesus.” So, the thoughts of God the Father, oh! how precious 
they are to His dear children!

Then, what about the thoughts of the dear Son of God? He, like 
Aaron, the great Anti-type of Aaron, bears on His breastplate the names 
of all His dear people.

“Christ bears the names of all His saints,
Deep on His heart engraved;

  Attentive to the state and wants
Of all His love has saved.”

 J. Newton

On His breastplate; on His heart, the place of love; on His shoulder, the 
place of power; on His hands – oh! – the place of forgiveness, mercy 
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and skill. Can He forget His people? “Behold, I have graven thee upon 
the palms of My hands; thy walls are continually before Me.” “Lo, I am 
with you  alway”,  He said to  the  dear  disciples  before He bid  them 
farewell. 

Then, what about the dear Spirit? Does He remember? Has He got 
thoughts? He has.  He is  the Comforter.  He is the Teacher.  It  is His 
blessed  office  to  bring  the  Word  of  God,  to  bring  the  precious 
promises, to bring the atonement, and to bring Christ into the hearts of 
His dear people. Oh! there is nothing sweeter than the still, small voice 
of the Holy Ghost  bringing into our heart  God’s thoughts;  shedding 
such a different light on our path. I was speaking to a dear child of God 
a few weeks ago. Something had happened (it was a long way away 
from here) in their Church that was greatly troubling her. And she was 
jumping to conclusions about it, and wondering where the scene would 
end. About an hour or so later, she sent a text message back with this 
word that the Lord had dropped into her heart. “The lot is cast into the 
lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.” She could leave it. 
In the outworking of it, she proved that God could manage it better than 
she could. And so it is true: “The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole 
disposing thereof is of the LORD.” Not by chance – no – “of the LORD.”

“Trust in Him, ye tempted saints;
  Tell Him all your sad complaints;
  He a present help will be –
  Give you strength and victory.”

W. Gadsby
Bless His holy name.

If we just think, for a moment, very briefly, of some of the dear 
saints of God who had to walk this path out. Abraham had to walk it 
out concerning Sodom. ‘Lord, if only there are ten righteous men there, 
wilt  Thou  save  it?’  God  said  He  would.  But  there  were  not  ten 
righteous men to be found there. Sodom perishes. But the one whom 
Abraham is really praying for – (and God knew his heart) Lot – he was 
saved.  Isaac’s  thoughts  were  towards  Esau,  weren’t  they?  He loved 
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Esau for his venison, we are told. Rebekah loved Jacob for the promise 
God  had  given  her  concerning  him.  How Isaac  had  to  learn  God’s 
thoughts were different from his! And the dear man recognized it when 
the matter unfolded, in that sad day, in his tent. ‘I have blessed him, 
and he shall be blessed.’ He submitted to God’s thoughts. You go to 
Jacob. He had to learn it, too. ‘You are not taking Benjamin,’ he said. 
‘We  have  lost  Joseph;  we  have  lost  Simeon.  No!  Benjamin  is  not 
going.’ But Benjamin had to go, didn’t he? “All these things are against 
me,” says poor, trembling Jacob. He soon found, even as he said that, 
the barns in Egypt were full. Joseph was yet alive. Simeon would be 
restored, and Benjamin would come back again. 

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;

  Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.”

W. Cowper

We go on to David. “I shall now perish one day by the hand of 
Saul.” Did he? ‘David – that  is  your  unbelieving thoughts.’ He was 
right near his throne when he said that. Go into the New Testament. A 
very different experience, here. Peter lays hold of our Lord: “Be it far 
from Thee” – the cross; ‘Lord, it will not be.’ “Get thee behind Me, 
Satan.” What a reproof to Peter! In the line of our text, ‘your thoughts 
are not My thoughts.’ So we could go on. Paul says: ‘take this thorn 
away,  Lord!  I  can’t  live  with  it!’  “He  said  unto  me,  My  grace  is 
sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Now, 
do you see it, dear friends? God’s people proving His thoughts are best; 
His ways are right. “All things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.” 

So, what are we to say? In a word like this. “Who is among you that 
feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in 
darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and 
stay upon his God.”

Amen.
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