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Text:  “Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to 

thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, 

and hath had compassion on thee.” Mark 5, verse 19. 

  

 In our reading, this evening, we read the prophetic Psalm of 

Christ‟s kingdom. [Psalm 72]. What godly David prayed concerning his 

son, Solomon, had a much deeper meaning than just desires that it 

might be a prosperous reign for the son who succeeded him. By the eye 

of faith, David viewed the kingdom of Christ, the extension of that 

kingdom and the way in which the Lord would raise up for Himself a 

people for His praise. We read in the prophecy of Isaiah: “This people 

have I formed for Myself; they shall shew forth My praise.” We read, 

in the doxology that ends the Psalm that we read, “Blessed be the LORD 

God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed 

be His glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with His 

glory; Amen, and Amen.” Here is the language of the Church of Christ, 

the subjects of the kingship of the dear Lamb of God, the dear Son of 

God, God incarnate. And the amazing thing is, God calls those to be 

witnesses to this kingship. And those whom He brings, He fills their 

mouths with good things, as we read in Psalm 40: “He brought me up 

also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 

rock, and established my goings. And He hath put a new song in my 

mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall 

trust in the LORD.” 

 

Now, we have before us this evening a wonderful example; one in 

whom was fulfilled the prophetic prayer that David was inspired to 
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write concerning the Kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ. Who would 

have thought – had we lived in the same village or town as the mad 

Gadarene – that here was one upon whom the love of Christ was fixed; 

one for whom the dear Saviour had come to lay down His perfect, 

spotless life; one into whose heart the Holy Ghost would blow, in His 

own time, as He saw fit, and bring about that mighty transformation 

that only grace can bring. Here we have an example of a brand plucked 

from the burning, or, as we read in Psalm 72 verse 14, “He shall 

redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their 

blood be in His sight.” That is just what the Lord did for the mad 

Gadarene. He was a deceived, violent man; devil possessed. He was the 

slave of the prince of the power of the air, the prince of darkness. A 

legion of devils dwelt within him, and unclean spirits filled his whole 

bosom. There was no room, at that time, for Christ, or God, or holiness, 

or righteousness, or pure desires, or holy ambitions – there was no 

room whatsoever – he was completely filled with the devil himself. We 

might have thought that there was no other end but ruin for this man, 

who was so untameable. Many had tried to tame him, even with chains, 

but he had broken those chains and burst through them. He would seem 

to be an unsaveable character. 

 

Have you ever felt unsaveable? You say: „But I am not like the mad 

Gadarene!‟ Bless God, if you have not outwardly been left to go to the 

same lengths this poor, devil possessed man went to. But do you know 

enough about your own heart, to sometimes wonder – „Am I saveable?‟ 

When you begin to probe, or shall we say, God begins to probe the 

depth of your fallen nature. The propensity to evil and the easy access 

the devil has over your thoughts and words and minds, and sometimes 

carries you whither you perhaps would not have gone. But, there you 

are, drawn aside, tripped up, slipped up and in the ditch. You seem to 

be a helpless subject of the powers of darkness. That is just what this 

man was. Sometimes a child of God may feel to be like that – 

unsaveable. And sometimes those who have to do with them in their 

unregenerate days may almost come to the same conclusion. Loving 

parents may seek to guide and to counsel, but all those restraints are 
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broken through. The Word of God is kicked aside as a matter of no 

moment. Tears, reproofs, and rebukes all seem to fall on deaf ears. 

Nothing seems to tame the wild nature that the Fall has produced. 

When you see a character like that, dear friends, don‟t pass by on the 

other side, saying: „I am holier than thou.‟ Remember, you have just 

such a nature yourself, and left to yourself, you would go to the same 

lengths and even further; let us be very clear about that. “The heart is 

deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

 

Now, upon such a man, God – the triune God – fixed a purpose of 

grace. In the previous chapter we read of our Lord passing over the Sea 

of Galilee. You may wonder why that mighty storm arose. I would feel 

– and I hope I am not reading more into Scripture than we ought to –

that Satan knew that his kingdom was liable to be disturbed, as he saw 

Him, who he knew to be the Son of God, coming near the shore where 

the mad Gadarene was. God sometimes permits Satan to have power 

over the elements. Was he hindering (or attempting to hinder) the Lord 

from reaching one of His own? Certainly Satan will bring all the 

hindrances he can. There are a multitude of hindrances he will try and 

bring in the way; and if he sees a sinner beginning to pray, beginning to 

read God‟s Word and beginning to listen differently in the House of 

God, what hindrances will he put in the way – some more subtle, others 

more violent – anything to hinder the work of grace! But we know, 

dear friends, that at the end of the previous chapter the disciples had to 

say: “What manner of Man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 

Him?” And they do. 

 

And now we find something even mightier than the wind and the 

sea obeying their Maker – even this legion of devils. We find that 

“when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped Him.” This is 

strange language, but we are to understand, of course, as the Lord Jesus 

Himself acknowledged, that the devils believed and trembled. The 

devils have not got saving faith; they have not got that faith that you 

and I have been singing of, [602] and I hope are possessors of, by 

grace. But the devils know who the incarnate Son of God is. They 
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know, without a shadow of a doubt, who He is. Satan knows who He is. 

And this devil-possessed man found that those unclean spirits within 

him knew whom it was coming towards them. He says: “What have I to 

do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the most high God? I adjure Thee by 

God, that Thou torment me not.” He felt worthy, perhaps, of being 

tormented. Perhaps he suddenly realised in whose service he had been 

living, devil-dragged – literally so. He seemed to be fuelled for eternal 

misery. But now we see the power of “sovereign grace o‟er sin 

abounding!” “Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.” “Come out.” 

Here was a divine command. We may say a divine demand. And, 

however reluctantly, the devils within heard this command and they 

knew they had to obey; they had to release that one who had been their 

servant and their slave for so long. “Come out of the man, thou unclean 

spirit.” What follows is a deep mystery – the way the devils were 

permitted to enter the great herd of swine, and went violently down the 

steep place and were choked in the sea. These are mysteries. They 

show us the power God has over unclean spirits, and also over beasts, 

as well. But, you will notice – and it is very sad and solemn to notice –

those who owned the swine were more concerned about the loss of the 

swine, than to be thankful for a work of grace wrought in their midst! 

You would have thought they would have been so thankful this devil 

possessed man was, at last, released from his chains, from his torment 

and from his slavish life. When they saw him clothed and sitting at the 

feet of Jesus in his right mind, they should have rejoiced. But they were 

more concerned about the loss of their swine. Such is human nature – 

selfish, Godless and Christless. “And they began to pray Him to depart 

out of their coasts.” 

 

Just notice one thing: the new posture of the mad Gadarene. 

“Sitting” – there is the first thing. “Sitting.” Yes, when the devil 

possessed him he was restless, he could not rest anywhere. But now – 

“sitting.” Peace of mind, at last, had come into his poor, troubled, 

tormented, mind. And friends, God has a power over the mind. I don‟t 

know, but is there one here tonight, and your poor mind is tormented? 

Take courage. Here is One who has power over the mind. There is a 
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beautiful word in Philippians 4: “Be careful for nothing; but in every 

thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 

understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

Some of us here tonight have proved the power of God over our hearts 

and minds. In times of great temptation in days gone by, we have 

known the blessed ability of God to command a peace, and bid the 

devil be gone, leaving a quiet mind behind. “God is able.” We cannot 

command this ourselves, but the Prince of Peace can, and the Prince of 

Peace did here. 

 

“Sitting, and clothed” now – a blessed type, of course, of the 

clothing that the spiritual soul has in Christ‟s obedience. This man had 

no good works to plead, had he? His whole life had been forfeited to 

the devil. Whatever robe could he bring? But now clothed – spiritually 

speaking, of course, I am referring to now – clothed in the perfect 

obedience and approbation of the dear Saviour. “And in his right 

mind.” Yes, Psalm 51 had been heard and answered. “Create in me a 

clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” He now had a 

right mind concerning sin – a hatred of it. He now had a right mind 

concerning Christ – a love for Him. He now had a right mind 

concerning the matters of eternity, and of life, as well – a right mind. 

May God make us right-minded. One of the old ministers used to say: 

„We ought not to seek to be broad-minded, or narrow-minded, but right 

minded.‟ And so we should. That is the mind we should seek. Some 

glory in being broad-minded, some glory in being narrow-minded, but 

friends, what we should seek is a right mind. And what is a right mind? 

Paul speaks of it. He says: “We have the mind of Christ.” That is the 

right mind. Only God can give you a mind like that, and that is the very 

Spirit of Christ in the heart of a man – a right mind. 

 

 Well, those who saw it did not like the change they saw. It 

interfered too much with their way of life, and they wanted the Saviour 

to depart. And the dear mad Gadarene, as he had been, would have 

been glad to go with the Lord Jesus into the ship. “Howbeit Jesus 
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suffered him not.” What humility the dear Saviour shows here! They 

don‟t want the Prince of Preachers among them, but He leaves them a 

witness. He does not leave them without a witness; one of their own 

number in whom they saw the power of grace. “Jesus suffered him not, 

but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends.” In other words, now was 

the most difficult part of his profession; to witness at home, at work 

and in his daily life, the great change. It would have been easy, in one 

sense, to have taken a ship to the other side of Galilee and make a fresh 

start in life where they did not know him as the mad Gadarene. But no, 

he had to witness this great change, where he was. And friends, that is 

how it should be with you and I. It will be noticed in your home. You 

will be different. You will be a different father, or a different mother, or 

a different child. You will be a different employer, or employee. Your 

whole spirit will be different. Men will take knowledge of you that you 

have “been with Jesus.” And you will not be ashamed of it, either. It 

may bring reproach, it may bring persecution, it may bring loneliness, it 

may bring all sorts of trials and troubles, but you will never regret the 

change that grace makes. Blessed change, permanent change, indelible 

change! 

 

“Go home to thy friends.” Who would be his friends now? No 

doubt other devil-possessed sinners were his friends before. But now 

his friends will become those who, by grace, and by faith, prove the 

same blessing as he did. He would come into that word we have in 

Psalm 66: “Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 

He has done for my soul.” They are his friends now – those who fear 

God. What a change grace makes! 

 

 I think of the late Mr Ebenezer Clark of Barton, who, on his own 

confession, before he was called by grace, was the ringleader of much 

mischief in Barton. He and a gang of youths used to be a real nuisance, 

even in those days, in that little village. In due course, he was called to 

fight in the First World War. And it was while he was in the forces, in 

the Gunner Regiment, that the Lord called him by grace, and changed 

his heart. He had to go home at the end of the war; back to Barton 
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where he was brought up. And his old friends quite expected he would 

join them again, now he had the liberty to do so, and carry on in the 

ways they did before. But he kept away. But his conscience told him he 

should not leave it there. So, one evening, he got on his bike, and rode 

down to the place where these lads, or younger men as they were now, 

still met. And he said: „You may wonder why I have not joined you 

before. I am changed. God has changed my heart, and thus my life is 

changed. I can no longer go the way I was, and the way I was leading 

you.‟ He became known in the village as a man whom God had 

changed. “Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the 

Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” What great 

things, then, have you to tell this evening hour, dear friends?  

 
“Living tongues are dumb at best;  

(are they not, in one sense?) 
  We must die to speak of Christ.” 

J. Berridge 

 

But, how blessed where a tongue is loosed to speak of the love of 

God the Father in sending His dear Son into this sin cursed earth, and 

also sending the Holy Ghost to open our poor, blind, deaf, dead, dumb 

being; driving out the buyers and the sellers the devil had sown there 

and put there and making room for Himself in the kingdom of His 

grace; setting up His throne in our hearts and causing us to see light in 

His light; bringing us to know ourselves as sinners in the sight of a holy 

God, and to pray: “God be merciful to me a sinner.” To tell to our dear 

friends how God taught us to pray and what our first prayer was; how 

with trembling lips we began to ask God for mercy, and wondered if 

we ever would obtain it. And to tell them how, in God‟s time, we were 

led to find mercy, when a precious Christ was opened up to our eye of 

faith, and that One, able to save to the uttermost, was set before our 

soul, and we could say: „Yes, there is my Hope; there is my Anchor.” 

 
“I stand upon His merit, 

I know no other stand, 

  Not e‟en where glory dwelleth 
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In Immanuel‟s land.” 

S. Rutherford. 

. 

“Done for thee.” This man went and did as the dear Son of God had 

told him, and, for love‟s sake, spoke well of Christ, with his lip and 

with his life. Yes, he could never repay the debt he owed to the 

Saviour. That was a debt that could never be repaid. God does not ask 

His dear people to do much for Him, does He? He does ask this: “If ye 

love Me, keep My commandments.” That is what He does say. “Go 

home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done 

for thee.”  

 

And, finally, “had compassion on thee.” Hymn number 9 

[Gadsby‟s] expresses it better than I can. 

 
“He saw me ruined in the fall, 

     Yet loved me notwithstanding all; 

     He saved me from my lost estate; 

     His loving-kindness, O how great!” 

S. Medley 

 

“Had compassion on thee.” Ezekiel speaks of it in one of his blessed 

chapters. He speaks of a babe that was born and left in an open field to 

perish in the day of its birth; no one caring for it. He said: “I passed by 

thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when 

thou wast in thy blood, Live.” “Live.” Dear friends, has God said that to 

you? “Live” Oh! Has He breathed life into your soul; raised up a 

precious faith, whereby you find life in the atonement? When He says: 

“Live” – “He hath had compassion on thee.” You did not deserve it, 

you did not earn it, you did not merit it. But grace – free grace, 

sovereign grace o‟er sin abounding – has taken you in hand. That firm, 

but friendly hand that grace is. Oh that we might see more of it in our 

midst, and among those that lay with great weight upon our spirit! That 

we might see them released from the power of Satan, the power of 

unbelief, the power of the devil himself, and freed in that blessed word: 

“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” If 
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there is one here tonight who is burdened over the soul of another – 

they see them just like this mad Gadarene – here is hope, here is 

something to plead, for this same Jesus still lives. Is there one here 

tonight that feels to be like that mad Gadarene? Well, here is an 

uttermost Saviour for uttermost sinners, with an uttermost salvation. 

Friends, here is just the Saviour you need. “Go home to thy friends, and 

tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had 

compassion on thee.” 

 

 My final point is this, dear friends. They saw the difference. 

Sanctification. They will see the difference in you. You will come out 

from the world. You will be leaving its pursuits and its company behind 

– not in a Pharisaical way – but, for the sake of your soul, you will flee 

from the wrath to come, and you will “go forth therefore unto Him 

without the camp, bearing His reproach. For here have we no 

continuing city, but we seek one to come.” May God add His blessing. 

 

Amen. 
 

 

 


