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Sermon preached at Hope Chapel, Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 16
th

 October, 2011 

 

Text:  “…those things which are most surely believed among us.” Luke 

1, part of verse 1. 

 

 We believe that “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” That 

is, from the first verse in Genesis chapter 1 to the last verse in 

Revelation 22, we have, upon the sacred page, ‘God breathed words.’ 

They are words that He has given to the Church of God through holy 

men of old throughout the Old Testament and the New Testament to set 

forth the mind and the will of God. Really, the great and grand purpose 

of the Word of God is to reveal Him who is the Incarnate Word, the 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Indeed, those of you who have life in 

your soul this morning – it will be Him you are looking for in the Word 

of God. Sometimes you will come across Him in an unexpected place 

in some portion of God’s holy Truth. And, if there is life in your soul, 

your soul will leap like John the Baptist did at the very mention of His 

name, as we read later on in this chapter. That is a mark of divine life; 

of quickening grace. The whole purpose of the Word of God then, is to 

set before us the Incarnate Word; He who is the Second Person of the 

glorious Trinity, of whom we are going to speak, God willing, this 

morning. 

 

 Now, when our Lord Jesus Christ left this earth, ascended on high 

and took His rightful place at the right hand of His Father, He 

determined that there should be left on record those things which the 

Holy Ghost would use concerning His holy ministry whilst here below. 

John, at the end of his gospel, has a most astounding thing to say. “And 

there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they 

should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could 

not contain the books that should be written.” What a full life our 

Saviour’s must have been! But, John also says, in another place: “But 

these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 

of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.” When 
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the Holy Ghost constrained Luke to take up his pen (as he shows in our 

text this morning) and write those things that he had heard from those 

faithful witnesses, this was the same end that Luke had in view – that 

those things that Luke had recorded would be pointing us to the one 

way of salvation; to the one Saviour of the lost. That is why Luke, here, 

sets before us in this short sentence, this statement I have read by way 

of a subject, this morning: “…those things which are most surely 

believed among us.” 

 

I want, with God’s help to set before you some of those things 

about the Lord Jesus Christ that “are most surely believed.” But, who 

by? By everybody? Friends, if everybody in Sheboygan believed verse 

1 in our text, this little chapel here would not be big enough to hold the 

congregation that would have gathered. But then – the very fact that 

you are here – does that make you a believer? How many real believers 

are there here, this morning? ‘Oh,’ you say, ‘but we hear the Word, and 

we read it. We hear our pastor preach, and we assent to what he has to 

say.’ You can do all that, dear friends, and still not be a believer. You 

may ask, ‘what is a believer, then?’ A believer is nothing less than the 

work of the Holy Ghost. It is when the Holy Ghost takes the written 

Word and plants it in the heart. It is as Peter calls it: ‘an incorruptible 

seed.’ Something that cannot corrupt, cannot die and has eternal life in 

it. He plants it in the soul, in the heart and in the mind. The fruit of that 

planting (which is of the Lord) is faith. That is what makes a believer, 

and only that will make a believer. A godly upbringing is good. And, if 

God sanctifies it, He may use the things spoken of, if He writes them in 

the heart. It must be the Word of God; the incorruptible seed. But a 

godly upbringing, in and of itself, does not make a believer. No 

ordinance of God’s house makes a believer. No study at a theological 

college will make a believer. Friends, only the Holy Ghost can make a 

believer. I do want you to lay that to heart, this morning. There are 

many ‘faiths’ that are not faith. There is what we might call ‘family 

faith.’ You have just carried on from what your parents brought you up 

in. You are content with it, but there is no life in it; no power in it. 

There is nothing saving in your soul about it. It is just something 

traditional. Or, it may be a ‘denominational faith.’ You have clung to a 
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particular group of churches where you feel comfortable and your hope 

rests on being numbered among them on that great day. That will not 

save you. It may be you have an ‘intellectual faith.’ You are one who 

studies the Word of God, and that is good in its place. Would to God 

you were all studiers! But, if that study goes no deeper than your 

natural mind, and all you can do is argue about points of doctrine in a 

cold, calculated way, like a man might argue about mathematics or any 

other science, that will not save your soul. Friends, the faith that saves 

begins where Nicodemus’ faith began: “Marvel not that I said unto 

thee, Ye must be born again.” That is where it begins. That is where 

faith takes it root. And that is where you and I must have our religion 

beginning. Luke’s religion began there. Paul’s religion began there. 

Jacob’s religion began there. So we may go on through the worthies of 

faith in the Holy Word of God. But, did your religion begin there? 

 

This is why Luke is so insistent, then, on speaking about those 

things that are believed “most surely.” Those things the Holy Ghost has 

revealed, applied to the heart, settled in the soul, taught us to lean upon, 

believe upon and feed upon. These are the things that Luke desires us to 

be concerned with this Sabbath morning – “…those things which are 

most surely believed among us.” Things that will stand the test of time, 

things that will not age and things that will not change. Although 

seasons change, the times change and the nations change, the 

unchangeable Word of God will never, ever change. We just sang in 

that beautiful hymn: 

 
“The moon and stars shall lose their light, 

     The sun shall sink in endless night; 

     Both heaven and earth shall pass away; 

     The works of nature all decay.” 

But,  
“What Christ has said must be fulfilled; 

     On this firm rock, believers build; 

     His word shall stand, His truth prevail, 

     And not one jot or tittle fail.” 

J. Hart 
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That is why, dear friends, if you value your soul, you will be in what 

we call ‘the means of grace.’ You are here this morning – that is ‘the 

means of grace.’ But you will be coming to the Word of God with this 

great question: can I find my Saviour there? Not just a Saviour – my 

Saviour. Not just a salvation, but – my salvation. What can you say of 

the Word of God this Sabbath morning that God has given you to 

believe upon? I would just say one other thing. It is a very solemn and 

dreadful thing to go through your life handling the Word of God with 

your natural hand and mind, and never benefitting from it. What sort of 

account will you give, before the throne of judgment, when you 

remember the thousands of sermons you heard and the thousands of 

times you read this Word with your natural eye and mind, but it never 

touched your heart, it never changed your life, it never made you repent 

of sin, it never made you love Christ, it never changed your behaviour, 

and it never brought you to the foot of the cross? What will you have to 

say in that solemn, awesome day? ‘Oh but,’ you say, ‘you have just 

told us that only the Holy Ghost can give us faith.’ That is true. But if 

that is true, (and it is true) if you value your soul this morning, you will 

go home from this house of prayer and you will be urging the dear Lord 

to give you that great gift. You will take up the prayer of the psalmist: 

“leave not my soul destitute” of that which makes a believer. Young 

and old – do listen, do give ear to “what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches” – to you this Sabbath morning, about your eternal state of 

mercy or judgment. 

 

So, what are those things of which Luke is speaking which are most 

surely believed among us? They have to do especially with the Lord 

Jesus Christ. I want to bring before you, very simply, those things that 

“are most surely believed” about the Lord Jesus Christ. I wonder if you 

can enter with me into these things. If you have not experienced the 

revelation of them, desire that you may be led into them. And, if you 

have been led into them, may your faith be confirmed by the blessed 

Spirit, that you may humbly say before God, ‘I am a believer. Grace 

has done it, and I marvel when so many others are left blinded and deaf. 

But this poor man has had his eyes opened and his ears unstopped.’ 

 



 5 

“Those things which are most surely believed among us.” The first 

point is the Godhead of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. If you do 

not believe that He is the Son of God, you can never be saved. The 

Lord Jesus Christ said that to the Pharisees. “If ye believe not that I am 

He, ye shall die in your sins.” What do we mean when we say that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God? We mean this. In the Holy Word of 

God, we are told that God is a Trinity of Persons. He is God the Father, 

He is God the Son and He is God the Holy Ghost. You are not called to 

explain that, and nor could you, and nor could I. But the Word of God 

tells us that these three sacred Persons are the one God whom we adore 

(if we adore Him at all). But the point is, dear friends, something 

concerning the second Person – not the first or the third – the second 

person of that glorious Trinity; that One who is called the eternally 

begotten Son of the Father. It is that Person of whom we are speaking, 

this morning, who, in the purposes of God, came forth into this sin-

cursed earth, verily God. He, who is always, what He has been from 

eternity, is  true almighty God. He is what He will be, to all eternity, 

truly God. The great point is that He, of whom we speak of as Jesus of 

Nazareth, is God. Good John Newton said in that well known hymn: 

 
“I durst not confide in His blood, 

      Nor on His protection rely, 

      Unless I were sure He is God.” 

J. Newton 

 

Are you sure about that, this morning? How sure are you? How did 

you come by that believing, that He is God? The Lord Jesus Christ said 

to Peter when he made that noble confession: “We believe and are sure 

that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.” Christ said: 

“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 

it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.” You know what Paul 

had to say about it. “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 

Holy Ghost.” It is a solemn word, isn’t it? But it is a blessed word! It is 

a word to plead! If this is what the Holy Ghost’s sacred office is, to 

reveal the Godhead of the Son of God in the Lord Jesus Christ, then 

may we not be asking Him for it? ‘Lord, show it to me. Reveal Him to 
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me. Let me be able to say with Peter: “We believe and are sure” –

because we have seen by faith this glorious truth – He is the son of 

God.’ One good man put it like this:  

 
“He is what He has been and ever will be. 

He became what He was not for sinners like me.” 

 

We will come to that point in a moment – what He became in the time 

that His Father had appointed. But let us be very clear on this point: He 

is the Son of God. By Him the worlds were made. He holds all nature 

in His hand. He is my Judge, your Judge. Friends, it would be a great 

mercy if you can go further than that: My God, your God. Can you say 

that, this morning? “…those things which are most surely believed 

among us.” Have you proved the Godhead of the dear Saviour? Have 

you so felt His power in the Word and His presence, unmistakably? 

You fell at His feet, and adored Him, like Thomas did. “My Lord,” he 

said, “and my God.” “Things which are most surely believed among 

us.” Friends, your religion is rotten to the core unless you believe this, 

by divine revelation, that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God. 

 

 Secondly, what do we most surely believe? We believe that He, 

who is the Son of God, became Man. He took into union with His 

divine Person another nature; one He had not before, but having once 

assumed it in that way we read of in this very chapter, He never forsook 

it. Oh, the wonder of it! He became “Emmanuel…God with us.” So, 

when Mary held in her arms that Babe that God had miraculously given 

her, He was her true and proper Child. Bone of her bone, flesh of her 

flesh – of that we have no doubt. He was her true Son. And yet, there 

are three things we must say about Him which are different to every 

other child that has ever been born on the face of this earth. The first is 

this. His conception was entirely miraculous. We are not called to 

explain it. The Word of God does not explain it. 

 
“How it was done we can’t discuss.” 

 

Nor should we. But – this we hope: 
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“’twas done for us.” 

 J. Hart 

 

May we be like dear Simeon, who held Him in his arms and looked on 

Him and said: “Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” What a sight 

Simeon waited so long for! As he held that dear Babe in his arms, he 

believed Him to be verily God and verily Man. 

 

The second thing we must say about Him is, though He was the true 

and proper Son of Mary, He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 

from sinners.” Mary was a fallen sinner – she needed mercy, she 

needed a Saviour. She confesses it later on in the chapter we were 

reading. But, the miraculous overshadowing work of the Holy Ghost 

brought forth from her womb – One with no original sin whatsoever. 

He was pure, “holy, harmless, undefiled.” There was nothing in that 

holy Person that the devil could latch onto to stir up to sin. He tried 

hard to. He tried with all his hellish might to cause the Saviour to sin, 

but he never succeeded; never, ever. Though waves of temptation rolled 

over the dear Person of Emmanuel, never once did He yield to the 

tempter’s power. But friends, it was a sweating work. Who can tell 

what He endured in His holy Person as the prince of lies and of Hell 

sought to defile that holy Temple! 

 

The third thing we would say about it is this. Within the compass of 

that tiny span of a Child that He was lay “the fulness of the Godhead 

bodily.” Not part of – “the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” This is a 

deep, deep mystery. The good hymnwriter put it like this: 

 
“My God, contracted to a span for me.” 

 W. Gadsby 

 

Do you believe this, then, about the Lord Jesus Christ? Truly God, truly 

Man. 

 

 The next thing I ask if you believe is this: why did He come? For 

what purpose did the Son of God assume this holy, human nature of 
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which I have been speaking? For what purpose was He born in 

Bethlehem’s manger? Friends, there was one great end He had in view. 

Right from the very beginning of His days His heart, soul and mind and 

soul were set to it – the place called Golgotha; Calvary. The very first 

words that the Holy Ghost records that fell from the lips of the dear 

Saviour – Luke records them, and we know He must have spoken many 

words before that, but the Holy Ghost did not see fit to record any of 

His words until He was twelve years old – but the first words that fell 

from His holy lips were these: “Wist ye not that I must be about my 

Father’s business?” What was His Father’s business? You come with 

me to Gethsemane and see the sweat, the blood and the tears that the 

dear Saviour shed there, as into His hand was put a cup to drink by His 

heavenly Father. It was a cup filled with the unmitigated wrath, 

vengeance and anger of God against the sins of the sinners for whom 

Jesus had come to live and to die for. Friends, the question is then: why 

was Jesus born? Jesus was born to die. That is why, dear friends, when 

it is customary for some to remember the coming of our Saviour, the 

foolishness, stupidity and frivolity that the world has added to that 

remembrance is nothing short of blasphemy. You consider the reason 

why the dear Saviour came – to die. That is the reason He came. And 

though I have no objection to His children remembering aright His 

coming, it should always be tempered with that solemn reflection – 

Jesus was born to die. And sinner – if you are one of those for whom 

He came to suffer, bleed and die – your heart will go from Bethlehem 

to Gethsemane and to Calvary, and you will desire to see and not rest 

until you can see that your sins were laid upon Him to bear away, to 

suffer for and to bleed for. Friend, that will be something that will 

temper every remembrance of the coming of the dear Redeemer. He 

took up that life to be able to die in the room, place and stead of a poor, 

wretched, unworthy, guilty wretch like me.  

 
“Bearing shame and scoffing  rude, 

  In their place condemned He stood; 

  Sealed their pardon with His blood: 

  Hallelujah! What a Saviour!” 

P. Bliss 
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Friends, have you ever seen that? Is that most surely believed – not just 

that He came to die – but have you been led by the Holy Ghost further: 

‘for me.’? Have you seen your name engraved on the palms of His 

hands and on His dear heart? Have you felt the sweetness of the witness 

of the Holy Ghost?  

 
““All this was done for you”?” 

D. Herbert 

 

May the Holy Ghost make you a sure believer, in that respect. May He 

do, as we sometimes sing: 
 

“Tell us, Lord, and make us feel it, 

      We are Thine, for ever Thine. 

       Take each wounded heart and heal it, 

      Let Thy glory in us shine.” 

W. Gadsby 
 

“Things most surely believed.” 
 

 Then there is something else most surely believed about the dear 

Redeemer. That is, that the life He lived was a law-fulfilling, law-

satisfying life. You and I are born under the law of God. In the 

covenant of works (which is natural to us in Adam) we find there is 

demanded of us perfect obedience; perfect satisfaction. And if there is a 

demeanour and a falling short, then a perfect payment must be found. 

The solemn thing is, dear friend, there are two impossibilities in fallen 

man. One – he can never provide the obedience, and two – he can never 

provide the payment. But, until the obedience is provided for him and 

the payment made, he is under the curse of the law. How many this 

morning in this little place are under that curse? No obedience – no 

payment.  
 

“How stands the case my soul with thee?” 
 

The dear Saviour came to deal with the matter of sin, on behalf of a 

number “which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 

people, and tongues.” Knowing they could not provide the obedience, 
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He came to provide it. It was a willing obedience, a loving obedience – 

not a grudging obedience. Let me illustrate it very simply. When I was 

a lad – I was one of eight children, and of course that meant my mother 

and father had a lot to do in the house to keep the family going; it was 

before the days of dishwashers, or anything like that – we had to do the 

washing up. There were a lot of dishes to be done. That was one chore I 

used to hate. I used to despise it, especially the drying up part. My 

parents would tell me to do it, and yes, I would do it. But I would not 

do it willingly. I would not do it with a good heart. And thus, even that 

obedience was not really acceptable in God’s sight. “God loveth a 

cheerful giver” – one who loves the law he is obeying. You take that 

principle to all of the holy law of God this Sabbath morning, and, under 

every precept of it, can you say you have willingly obeyed it? You say, 

‘I have not transgressed it.’ I go deeper. Willingly obeyed it. Dare you 

say there is nothing in your old nature that loves the very things that 

God’s law condemns? Our Lord had no nature of that sort – what a 

mercy He didn’t! He loved the law, and magnified and honoured it. 

There was (I say it most reverently) a holy ambition in His holy Person 

to go to the very end of it, in every precept of it. He honoured it and 

magnified it in a way that, had Adam’s race never fallen and added all 

their so-called righteousness together, could not match the 

righteousness of God wrought out by Emmanuel in His holy Person. 

Oh, that blessed obedience! The life of the Church rests on this great 

point – clothed in Christ’s obedience. We read, in the ministry of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, of the man who came to the wedding feast without a 

wedding garment. I understand that instead of sending wedding 

invitations out in Bible times, they would send a garment for the guest 

to wear. And, remembering that some of those guests came from the 

ditches, the highways and the hedges and had no garment of their own, 

they would be very glad that a garment was given to them. But we read 

that one man came in without a wedding garment. He thought his own 

was good enough. You may think that. ‘I am a chapel-goer, a church-

goer. I read my Bible, I do what I am supposed to do and people call 

me a Christian. I don’t need any other garments.’ Friends, you are just 

like that man who came in without a wedding garment. When the 

master of the feast said: “Friend, how camest thou in hither not having 
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a wedding garment?” We read: “he was speechless.” He had no answer. 

He was cast out into outer darkness. And sinner, if, in that great day 

when the dear Saviour returns you are without this wedding garment, 

you too will be cast out into outer darkness! Only the obedience of 

Christ covers the Church of Christ. Those redeemed souls in heaven 

above, this morning hour – some who sat in the very seats on which 

you are sitting this Sabbath morning – are clothed “in fine linen,” 

which “is the righteousness of saints.” That is a divine gift of almighty 

God to them. Christ’s obedience clothes them. It is a garment that is so 

pure, so holy, so white and so glistering it will never know any 

defilement. No spot and no wrinkle will ever mar it. That is the 

obedience you and I need – the one wrought out by the dear Saviour in 

His holy humanity here below. Do you believe this? Do you cast away 

your own so-called righteousness? Is it nothing but dung and dross to 

you, as it was to the apostle Paul? He said: “And be found in Him, not 

having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” 

Sinner, where are you this morning? What are you clothed in before 

God?  
 

 Secondly. There is something else we must say about this dear 

Saviour and what He came to do in His holy life. When He hung on the 

cross at Calvary between two thieves, pouring out His soul unto death, 

there were three glorious words He uttered which crowned His 

sufferings. “It is finished.” Dear friends, those three words tell us that 

all He ever came to do as the Man Christ Jesus He had done; finished. 

All that remained for Him to do was to bow His lovely head, yield up 

the ghost and die, as He came to do on behalf of sinners. “It is 

finished.” Do you believe that? If you believe that this Sabbath 

morning it is a resting place for your soul. I think it was Roland Hill, 

that famous preacher, who used to say: 
 

  “Upon a life we did not live, 

         Upon a death we did not die, 

         Another’s life, Another’s death, 

         To hang our whole eternity.” 

Roland Hill 
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That is my hope. I am resting on the blood, the name, the righteousness 

and the love of Jesus alone. There is no other place. 

 
“On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand.” 

E. Mote 

 

Do you most surely believe that this morning? Has the Lord shaken you 

out of those refuges of lies that we read of in Isaiah 28? Has hail 

destroyed those? Has the hail from God come down, as it were, in your 

soul and stripped you of those false refuges, and made you flee as a 

naked, bare, unworthy, guilty sinner to Christ? 

 
“Nothing in my hand I bring; 

       Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

       Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

       Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

       Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

       Wash me, Saviour, or I die.” 

 

A. M. Toplady 

 

That is the religion of one who has been taught to most surely believe. 

It is “Jesus only,” and only Jesus. 

 

 Again. Do you believe this, this Sabbath morning? In the day in 

which we are living it is a most important thing to believe that this is 

the only way of Salvation. The common philosophy is, of course, that 

there are many ways men may have faith (so called). You could be a 

Moslem, you could be a Buddhist, you could be a Sikh, you could be a 

Christian – ‘it does not really matter,’ they say, ‘as long as you are 

sincere in what you believe, it will be well.’ A more deceitful doctrine I 

have never heard propounded! “There is none other name under heaven 

given among men, whereby we must be saved.” And whose name is 

that? Jesus. No other name, no other blood, no other righteousness, no 

other way to God, but through the Lord Jesus Christ. Do you believe 

that? It is a narrow way, and the world will hate you for it. They will 
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despise you, they may persecute you, and they may even slay you for 

believing it. Some of our fathers went to the stake because they 

believed it. But do you believe it? And is your believing of it strong 

enough to endure any reproach that comes upon you for believing it? If 

the Holy Ghost has taught you to believe, you will come through, as 

you sang: 

 
“Stand every storm, and live at last.” 

J. Hart. 

 

Will your believing last that storm of death? No other name, no other 

blood, no other righteousness but the one of whom Luke is setting 

before us this Sabbath morning. “…those things which are most surely 

believed among us.” 

 

 Again. Do you believe this, that the Lord Jesus Christ once laid in 

the grave? Elijah went home to glory without passing through the 

grave, as you and I expect to do. And, Enoch did. But, our Lord did not 

bypass the grave. He lay there Himself, in His holy humanity, those 

three days and three nights. There were many reasons for it. One reason 

was this: to sanctify that place for each of His dear people who will 

have to lay there until the resurrection morn. For,  at a believer’s grave 

– and mark what I am saying, not an unbeliever’s – you can stand 

around and look at it and say: “Come, see the place where the Lord 

lay.” Do you believe that? Those among us, who are nearing the end of 

your days – soon your body will be in the grave. It will not be long. 

Just a few more days, or hours perhaps; we know not. Has God raised 

up faith in that respect, strong enough to believe that when your soul 

returns to God who gave it (clothed in Christ’s obedience, washed in 

His blood); that then your poor body will lie in  a place sanctified by 

the dear Redeemer, awaiting the glorious resurrection morn when an 

incorruptible, immortal body like unto the Saviour’s will be raised at 

His coming?  

 Now, do you believe this: where is Jesus now? Do you know where 

He is now? In that risen, glorified body He is at the right hand of His 

heavenly Father. He sits there, a Prince and a Saviour. And, do you 
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believe this: that although He is so glorified, beyond measure, He 

remembers His Church here below. In all their afflictions, He is 

afflicted. He feels the sigh, and the cry, and the groan and the tear. 

 
“In all thy distresses thy Head feels the pain; 

      Yet all are most needful; not one is in vain.” 

J. Grant 

 

He is still the “Friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” He is still that 

brother “born for adversity.” He still 

 
“…feels each tempted member’s pains; 

    For our affliction’s His.” 

J. Hart 

 

Do you believe that, this morning? You say, ‘I am so lonely. I feel to be 

in such a strange path. No one seems to understand where I am or what 

I am. If only I knew that there was Someone who understood my path 

and knew what I need to be brought through it and out of it.’ Friend, if 

you are one these believers – you may be a weak believer; some of us 

are very weak believers – but: 

 
“…to Him the weakest is dear as the strong. 

J. Hart 

 

Oh! That you might be able to believe this, that the Saviour knows; He 

understands, and, in His own time and way He will come to your 

deliverance and not leave you destitute; not leave you abandoned. No. 

“He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  

 

 Then, do you believe this: that with this great God all things are 

possible? Yes, all things. You may have some great mountains in your 

path this morning hour – family mountains, business mountains, 

Church mountains, personal mountains – things that are so impossible 

you cannot imagine they can ever be resolved. You say, ‘Lord, I will go 

to the grave with these impossibilities. What did we read? “With God 

all things are possible.” Although this dear Saviour may not manage 
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them the way you have mapped out for him to, because His ways are 

higher than your ways, and His thoughts higher than your thoughts, but 

dear friends, you mark my words – or shall we say mark the words of 

the holy Word of God – they will be dealt with. You say, ‘Can you 

prove that from Scripture?’ “I will make all My mountains a way.” He 

says: ‘They are Mine.’ He takes the burden of them; the responsibility 

of them and says, ‘Leave it with Me.’ Take just one example of this. 

When there were “five thousand men, beside women and children” 

waiting to be fed and nothing to feed them with, He said, in essence, to 

Philip (to see whether he believed what our text is saying this 

morning): ‘How shall we feed these men and women, Philip?’ Philip 

began to do a mathematical sum. He tried to work out what would be 

needed, how much money would be needed and if there would be 

enough bread in the shops around. Philip was completely baffled. But 

we read concerning the Saviour (and it is true concerning your 

mountain this morning) “He Himself knew what He would do.” He 

knew there was a little lad there with only five loaves and two fishes. It 

was not long before they were put into the hands of the Redeemer. He 

put His dear eyes up to heaven; to His heavenly Father and blessed Him 

for the provision and began to brake. And before that day was done, 

“five thousand men, besides women and children” had been fed, and 

twelve baskets full gathered up afterwards.  

 
“This God is the God we adore 

      Our faithful, unchangeable Friend.” 

J. Hart 

 

Let me tell you, this Sabbath morning, dear friend, your mountain is 

not impossible to Him. This same Jesus who walked on the waves, who 

calmed the waves, who turned the water into wine, who multiplied the 

loaves and the fishes, who healed the sick, the lame, the blind, the 

dumb and the leper, who forgave sin (and that may be your mountain; I 

hope it is in one way; as that is the mountain that needs dealing with 

most of all) friends, He is that One “able also to save them to the 

uttermost that come unto God by Him.” 
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“Give Him, my soul, thy cause to plead, 

     Nor doubt the Father’s grace.” 

J. Watts 

 

 

“…those things which are most surely believed among us.” 

 

 Now I will ask you another question. Are you willing that these 

“things which are most surely believed” be professed? That is a 

question, isn’t it? You may have gone along with everything I have said 

this Sabbath morning, and perhaps have a humble hope by the Holy 

Ghost that you know something of it. But are you to be a silent 

professor all your life? If that of the Holy Ghost is put in your heart, is 

it always to remain hidden? Is that honouring to your God? No. Friend, 

the Word of God says: “For with the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

If the Holy Ghost has wrought some degree of His faith (which I am 

trying to hint at this morning) in your heart, then your mouth should 

confess it. It will be seen. 

 
“You are living a gospel, a chapter each day 

  By the things that you do and the words that you say. 

  Men hear what you say, and watch what you do. 

  Say, what is the gospel according to you?” 

Anon 

 

What sort of gospel is your life preaching this Sabbath morning? What 

has it been like this past week? Those you have been with, at school or 

at work, or in your home – have they observed anything? Have they 

seen anything? Could they have said? ‘Here is a believer. We can tell 

by their words, their spirit and their behaviour.’ ‘Oh,’ you say, ‘but I’ve 

made many mistakes!’ Of course you have, and I have made many 

more. I need the blood of Jesus every day; every moment of it. But, 

dear friend, that should not be a hindrance to you and I in this respect.  
  

                                          “So let our lips and lives express 

         The holy Gospel we profess.” 
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I. Watts 
 

“…those things which are most surely believed among us.” It will have 

to come out. Men will take knowledge of you that you have “been with 

Jesus.” Are you to be ashamed of it? 
 

“Ashamed of Jesus! that dear Friend, 

       On whom my hopes of heaven depend! 

       No; when I blush, be this my shame, 

       That I no more revere His name.” 

J. Grigg & B. Francis 
 

Paul takes it up twice later on in one of his epistles to Timothy. He 

says: “I know” – not what I have believed, but – “whom I have 

believed.” A lot of people can talk about what they believe and what 

they don’t believe. But can you speak about whom you have believed 

in? That is a great question, because this believing is a blessed 

relationship with God the Father, by the Spirit through His dear Son. 

That is believing. “For I know whom I have believed, and am 

persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto 

Him against that day.”  
 

 The other thing that Paul had to say, writing to Timothy, was this: 

“Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 

assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” Was he 

referring to himself teaching Timothy? No, he was not. It was what the 

Holy Ghost had taught Timothy. Friends, let us come right down to 

what the old preachers called ‘bedrock truth.’ You have as much 

religion this Sabbath morning as the Holy Ghost has taught you. No 

more, and no less. I ask you as we come to a close – how large is your 

religion, this morning? “…those things which are most surely believed 

among us.” May God make us each believers. 
 

“He makes the believer, and gives him his crown.” 

J. Hart 

May God add His blessing. 

Amen. 


